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. Habebo claritatem ad turbas & ho- 
norem apud ſeniores juvenis, Sap. c. 8. 
v. 10. 


I ſhall have glory with the mul- 
titudes, and honour with the an- 


cient, being young. 
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To the Honourable the Lady Mary Magdalen 
ManpeviLLe,- Abbeſs of the Royal Ab- 
bey of the Iriſh Benediftine Daus of 

Dublin, now at Ypres, and to her virtuous 
Community. | : | 


Mapan,. 


OD is great and wonderful in his 
I Saints; he crowns their merits with 
glory in heaven, and gives them his appro- 
bation on earth by wonders and prodigies. 
The Church; attentive to his voice, after 
the moſt diligent ſearch and inquiry to de- 
feat the obje tions of Infidels and Liber- 
tines, obeys him, ſpeaking in this manner, 
and under his ſanction, declares his ſervants, 
whom he has thus honoured, to be Saints, 
and recommends their pious example to 
our imitation. With this view Bene- 
dict XIII. canonized S. Aloyſius Gonzaga, 
That a youth, ſays the holy Pope, moſt con- 
ſpicuous for innacency of life, might be pro- 
Poſed to young perſons, by them to be re 
and zit r 
To promote this pious end among our 
countrymen, I have tranſlated this tract, in 
which ſeveral pious exerciſes and a method 
APES Ag: 4 is 


| 
| 


( 4 ) 

is offered of honouring the Saint and ac- 
quiring his virtues, To eyes dazzled 
with vanity and a ſenſe of this world, his 
angelica] life will appear more to be ad- 
mired than imitated ; his heroic virtues 
will be judged out of reach, and the ſe- 


verity of his penance unneceſſary ; the 


pitch of ſanctity, to which innocence 
and mortification have raiſed him, will not 
pleaſe, if the ſame ſteps are to be taken. 
To take off all the ſtrength of this ob- 
jection, I inſcribe this tranſlation to your 
Ladyſhip and to your Religious Commu- 
nity, as perſons who practiſe the virtues of 
our Saint, who reconcile all the auſterities 
of mortification with an edifying innocence 
and purity. of life, who find the greateſt 
pleaſure in following his ſteps, and ſhew 
ro the world that S. Aloyſius is imitated. 
This anſwer admits no reply, but fa- 
vours me with an occaſion of declaring to 
the world that I am, | 
MADAM, 
Wr Laayſhip's, 
And your virtuous Community's 
Maſt devoted, moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
f N. N. 


THE 


THE 
INTRODUCTION, 


Shewing the Uſe of thi ; ſmall,Book.. 


FTER the canonization of the ange- 
lical youth Aloyſius, which was de- 
creed by his holineſs Benedict XIII. with. 
a particular view, among many other lau- 
dable motives, * 0 offer to the imitation and 
veneration of young perſons eſpecially, a youth 
moſt conſpicuous for his innocency of life; the 
younger perſons were not the only votaries 
of a Saint who ſeemed to be appointed 
their peculiar patron. The devotion ſoon 
became general and common to all, In 
order to promote and encourage the ſame 
now in its growth by the concurrence 
of the Apoſtolic See, Clement XII. ex- 

tended the plenary indulgence granted b 

his predeceflor to any one who on his. feaſt 
ſhould viſit his altar, to thoſe alſo who 
ſhould pray before an altar where his feaſt 
happened to be kept. 


A 3 Heaven | 


* Ut Adoleſcentibus præſertim venerandus atg; imi- 
tandus proponeretus juvenis innocentiæ vitæ clariſſimus. 
Ex Decret. Cangni. | 
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Heaven ſeemed to give its ſanction to 
this zeal of the faithful, by frequent and 
wonderful favours 7 and obtained 
through his powerful interceſſion, and the 
pious cuſtom of aſſigning ſix Sundays, 
without intermiſſion, in honour of the 
Saint, and in memory of the ſix years he 
lived in the ſociety of Jeſus, was intro- 
duced and obſerved. How agreeable a de- 
votion of this nature was, S. Aloyſius has 
ſhewed by many and very ſignal bleſſings 
beſtowed on his clients; ſo that the ſame 
Clement XII. as he ſpeaks himſelf, * 70 
nouriſh ſa ſalutary a practice towards 

S. Aloyſius, approved from heaven by many 
| favours, as well ſpiritual as temporal, has 

ranted plenary indulgences on each of 
the above Sundays to them who, by a true 
and ſincere repentance, by a worthy commu- 
nion, by a ſerious application to mental or 
vocal prayer, and other works of piety per- 
formed in honour of the Saint, and directed 
to the greater glory of God, ſhall ſanttify the 

I have 


Ad fovendam erga eundem Sanflum miram, ob tot 
gratias tum ſpiritualis, tum temporales, populorum dewo- 
tionem « . « « gui ſex Dominicos dies were penitentes, 
ſacrag; communione refeci, piis meditationibus, aut ora- 
tionibus, ali Cbriſtianæ pietatis operibus ad Dei, 
gloriam wacando, ſanfificaverint» Ex Brevi Apop« 
7 Jan. 1740. 
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I have thought proper, to the end the 
clients of 8. Aloyſius may be provided 
with a ſhort and ſet method of gaining ſuch 
a treaſure, to lay down in this ſmall work. 
ſome particular exerciſes of piety, which 
may be conveniently uſed either on the fix 
Sundays immediately before the feaſt of the 
Saint, or any other Sundays, as ſhall beſt 
ſuit the convenience of particulars. What 
I add, is as follows: » 

1. On each of theſe Sundays. let the 
perſon who performs this devotion chooſe 
S. Aloyſius for his patron, and receive the 
facraments of penance and the Holy 
Euchariſt. 4 = 

2. On that day be preſent either at ſome 
confraternity or ſodality, or at leaſt hear a 
maſs in honour of the Saint. 3 

3: Recite on each day to his honour, 
either before ſome image of 'the Saint, or 
in the Church, ſx Pater & Ave, with the 
Gloria Patri and the other prayers at the 
end of this ſmall work. | 

4. Spend ſome time either in meditating 
or reading over with attention the particu- 
lar conſideration of the Sunday, and ei 
with the prayer immediately following it... 

Laſtly, perform ſome work of mercy, 
ſpiritual or corporal, according to your 


ability, and as your deyotion ſhall ſuggeſt 
For 
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For the ſubject of our fix Sundays con- 
ſiderations, I have taken the like number 
of virtues which S. Bonaventure finds ex- 
preſſed in the ſix wings of the Seraphim. 
ſeen by the Prophet Jaaa. Theſe are 
* Compunttion of Heart, Satisfaction of 
Penance, . 4 Body, Purity of Mind, 
Love of our Neighbour, and Love of God. 
With theſe virtues, as with ſo many wings, 
did the Angelical Youth, Aloyſius, fly to 
that height of perfection as to reſemble, in 
ſome manner, the very Angels themſelves. 

Let one of theſe virtues be the ſubject 
of each Sunday's conſideration, and en- 
deavour to copy after, as therein expreſſed, 
the pattern, and come up to fo admirable 
an example. Happy you! if, to your own 
profit and advantage, you gain his peculiar 
patronage and protection, Others have 
ſucceeded in it, as ſhall be evinced by au- 
thentic examples in the courſe of this 


ſmall work. 
OE: THE 


0 Compun&io cordis, ſatis fafio pœnitentiæ, munditia 
eordis, puritas mentis, dilectio proximi, delectio Dei. 
S. Benav. Tom: 2, de ſex alis Serapbim.. | 
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FOR THE 131 
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FIRST SUNDAY. ' 


S. ALOYSIUS an Example of Compundt ian 
Heart. 4/264 n 


1. OMPUNCTION of Heart is the 
beginning of a good life, as diſſipa- 

tion on the contrary lays the foundation of 
a bad one. Admirable was Aloyſius in 
this virtue; quite particular, if we do hut 
conſider the ſmallneſs of the faults ob- 
ſerved in him. At four years of age he 
had taken, by ſtealth, ſome powder from 
the pouches of the ſoldiers to fire a ſmall 
field- piece which was allowed him for 
diverſion, and with a view of training 
him up for the army, He had al 
been heard to utter ſome odd and out- 
af-the-way expreſſions, which com 
| ly 
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ally he had picked up from among the 
ſoldiers, though without reflection on the 
import and meaning of them. Theſe, if 
they may be reckoned ſuch, were the 
grievous fins of Aloyſius, and which made 
him call and bewail thoſe early and unripe 
years of his infancy, tainted with theſe 
blemiſhes, the age of his crimes, and him- 
ſelf the greateſt of ſinners. Why, after fo 
many and fo grievous crimes, do we ſtand 
unconcerned ? Why do our fins feemſmall, 
and give us ſo little uneafineſs ? The cauſe 
is obvious: we ponder not how powerful 
God, whom we have offended, is: we re- 
flect not what it is to loſe an eternal bliſs; 
what an evil to incur aneverlaſting puniſh- 
ment. As we haſtily, and without chew- 
ing, ſwallow down a diſreliſhing morſe], 
left the nauſeous taſte ſhould provoke our 
ſtomachs : ſo, according to Holy Writ, | 
Prov. chap. xix. ver. 8, The mouth of the 

impious deuoureth intquity. They take'a 
tranſient only and ſuperficial view of theit 
ſins, conſider not the malice of them, or 
the miſery they entail, leſt ſo melancholy a 
proſpect ſhould alarm and diſquiet their 
mind. That thou mayeſt henceforward 
thoroughly conceive how wretched and 
fgrlorn- thy condition is in forſakin * 


ccc — Wwces 


I mean that of a true penitent: An parum 
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Lord thy God, weigh thy ſins in the 
equitable ſcale of Divine faith. 

2. The ſincerity and intenſeneſs of his 
ſorrow is worthy our conſideration. En- 
tering upon a general confeſſion of his 
whole life at Florence, he was ſeized with 
ſo great a flow of grief, and overwhelmed 
with ſuch a torrent of tears, that, unable 
to ſupport the anguiſh, he fainted away, 
and was obliged not only to interrupt, but 
to delay his confeſſion, already begun, to a 
further time. Alas ! how real and abun- 
dant was his -repentance! How defective 
and remiſs is mine] His example, at leaſt, 
ought to teach my heart another language; 


vobis eſt, quod peceaſtis l ls it a ſmall thin 
to you that you ſinned, J7aſbua, chap. xxii. 
ver. 17; that even after fin you are loath 
to repent ! Aſſure yourſelf the evil is little 
known that is lightly repented of; yet 
that of fin is truly great, and, in reality, 
the only one. Conſider this, and let your 
grief be ſincere and intenſe, humilia valde 
ſpiritum tuum, Eccleſ. chap. vii. ver. 19: 
humble much your ſpirit; your repentance, 
how great ſoever, will ill fall ſhort of the 
cauſe you have of repenting. 
3. The continuance of his repentancg 
is remarkable, He never ceaſed to repent, 


until 
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until he ceaſed to live. Often was he 
heard to ſay; with tears in his eyes, Ty) 
Judgments, O God ! are a deep abyſs : who | 
#nows if the 2 I committed before my en- 
trance into religion are yet forgiven ! This 
apprehenſion could not ariſe from any 
knowledge he had of his own ſins; his 
fear was, left he ſhould be caſt off by God 
and accounted in the number of the 
reprobate. How much more reaſonably '” 
might not a fear of this nature fit on me 
who fear ſo little? If no one knows utrum 


amore an odio dignus fit, Eccleſ. ch. ix. 


ver. 1, whether worthy of love or hatred © 


in the ſight of God, my uncertainty, no 
doubt, ought to be the greater, by how 7 


much I am Heſs ſolicitous about it. 


Faithful client of ſo humble a. penitent, 
endeavour always to gain a true compunc- 
tion of heart, a difpoſition ſo neceffary, and 


at the ſame time fo advantageous : neceſſary, | 
becauſe without it we can never be certain 
our paſt fins are forgiven: advantageous on 
many accounts: , as giving us a more 
ſolid hope and aſſutance of pardon for 
paſt ſins, gui ſanat contritos corde, Pſ. cxlvi. 
ver. 3, Who heals the contrite of heart: 
ſecondly, it is a preſent remedy and ſupport 
againſt the weakneſs of our nature and the 
force of bad habits, by conveylng ftrength 
C3 $5 <4 ; a and 
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aud nurture to our ſouls, cibabis nos pane 
= lacrymarum et potum dabis nobis in lacrymis. 
3 Pf. Ixxix. 6. you will feed and ſtrengthen 
us with the bread of afflition, and give us 
our drink in tears. Finally, it is a defence 
againſt future dangers, by ſupplying us 
with more abundant graces, and grounds 
a more ſolid hope of final perſeverance, ad 
quem reſpiciam, niſi ad pauperculum & con- 
tritum ſpiritu. If. Ixvi. 2. on whom ſhall I 
look, but on the poor and contrite of ſpi- 
grit? Wherefore make the practice of this 
virtue familiar and eaſy to yourſelf. For 
zs the deceitful ſweetneſs there is in ſinful 
objects, ſpoils the taſte and reliſh the ſoul 
finds in virtue; ſo the bitterneſs of Com- 
2 punRion reſtores it again to itſelf, and pre- 
ſerves it in its ſtrength and vigour. 


Tre PRAYER. | 

Moſt amiable Penitent! who by real 
grief and continual tears for thy ſins 
hatt taught me how I ſhould deplore mine 
behold an humble ſupplicant at thy feet, 
conſcious of many and grievous fins, yet 
rt i averſe to a due repentance, Obtain for 
ic WF thy client a part, at leaſt, of that grief, 
th WW which forced from thee ſo many tears, and 
B flung 
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flung thy innocent ſoul into ſuch agonies. 
I.am,. indeed, unworthy of ſuch a favour 
but God, whom I have offended, and to 
whoſe juſtice I can make no other atone- 
ment, is moſt worthy, to whom I ſhould 
offer a ſacrifice of an humble and contrite 
heart. Grant then, that being mindful of 
my iniquities, I may grieve from the bot- 


tom of my heart: may deem them, as they 


are, my only and greateſt evil; that by this 
means, and through thy interceſſion, I may 


hope toabtain the reward promiſed to true 
penitenta, the pardon of all my ſins, through 


our Lord JzsUs CHRIST. Amen. 
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I. 7H E uncertainty ef ſaluation increaſes 4 
he 1. with the length of our lives. Apply © 
this wiſe ſaying of St. Aloyſius to thyſelf, 2 


ember how dangerous a neglect in the 
grand affair-of ſalvation takes its riſe from 
preſumption. Rather work ſo with fear 
and trembling, that by good and virtuous 
deeds, you may make ſure your election. 


This is what the Holy Ghoſt teaches, but 


oves thoſe, who live as if they had the 


juſtorum facta habeant. Eccl. viii. 24. 
F II. There 


Meds of the juſt; gui ita ſecuri ſunt; quaſi ig 
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II. There is reaſon to fear, that the augvll 
who now intercede for us with God, will heres 
after fland in judgment againſt us. To ob- 
viate this evil, let your, chief care be to 
judge and paſs ſentence on your own de- 
meanor. By a diligent enquiry into each 
motion of the heart, enter into your con- 
ſcience every evening: cite yourſelf to that 
tribunal, in preſence of your good angel, 
as a witneſs of your actions; draw up and 
ſettle your accounts between Godand: your 
ſoul, with an humble confuſion; and a ſin- 
cere compunction of heart: S, fi ms 
ipſos dijuditaremus, non utigue j udicaremur. 

or. xi. 31; for if. we would judge ours 


ſelves, we ſhould not be judged. 


III. Haſt thou ſinned ! be thy fault ever 


* Jo ſmall, have immediate recourſe to God for 
Z pardon and the grace of amendment. Remain 


not one moment in that diſorder. Conform 
to this important advice, and be as ſolicit- 
ous about the welfare of thy ſoul, as thou 
naturally art about that of thy body. If by 
accident thoulghancelt to fall into the dirty 
thou riſeſt immediately, waſheſt off the 
filth, and purſueſt thy journey with greater 
circumſpection and guard againſt the like 
accident. A precedent worthy thy obſer” 
vation, and what may direct thy courſe in 
the path of virtue: /eptics cadet juſius & 

Ee: » B 2 reſurget : 
* 
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refſurget: impii autem corruem in malum. 
Prov. xxiv. 16, ſeven times. (i. e. often) | 
{hall the juſt fall and ſhall riſe again; but 
the impious ſhall fall into evil. 1 


An EXAMPLE. 


PROM among the many and remarkable 
bleſſings which Herſilia de Altiſſimis, a 
client of St. Aloyſius, not leſs renowned 
for her devotion and piety, than for her 
birtb, was favoured with by the powerful 
- | interceſſion of our Sawiewr-in the laſt cen- 
tury, I ſhall ſingle out this particular, 
28 tallies entirely with our prefent ſubC- 
8 As ſhe was one day pouring forth her 
ſoul in fervent prayer, e he altar f 
the ſaint, in order to prepare herſelf for 
communion, ſhe happened to call to 
mind the affectionate floods of tears, which 
the ſaint uſed to ſhed, as often as he ap- 
proached to the holy table. She therefore | 
earneſtly intreated bs patron to vouchſafe 
her ſome ſhare of that overflowing com- 
punction, which melted his heart, and in- 
famed his will, when firſt he participated of 
the divine banquet, She immediately felt, 
herſelf ſeized with a ſacred horror, 1 her 
cart 
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| heart rent with grief. The tide of com- 


punction flowed in at the ſame time, with 
ſuch a vehemence, that unable to ſupport 
it, ſhe begged the ſaint to withdraw his 
hand, and to ſtop the overpowering influ- 
ence: ſhe then heard an inward voice 
ſpeaking thus: Thy grief /{ill bears but ſmall 
proportion with the grievouſneſs of thy fins. 

Upon this, the interior anguith of her 
heart redoubled and broke in upen her ſoul 
with ſuch a violence, that, opprefled and 
overcharged, the fell dead, as Were, on 


14 the ground. In this trance ſhe'btheld'St. 
2 Aloyſius anointing her with the'oiÞ of the 
lamp that was burning in his honor. 1132 


Reſtored by this means to herſelf, aht 


i recovered, ſhe was blefled with the gift of 
tears, which ſhe thed to that'degree, aS to 
= endanger her fight. The ſaint was 


here wanting to the afſiſtance of his elienth 
he not only removed the apprehended dan- 


ger, but moreover preſerved her from the 


ſnares laid by the enemy of mankind t& 
caſt her into Midence and deſpair. Be- 
ſides, he frequently appeared to her, and 
exhorted her to perſevere in the practice of 
penance and mortification ; particularly, 
when ill of a violent fever, he gave her a 
glimpſe of the exquiſite torments which 
both the damned ſuffer in hell, and the fouls 

B 3 of 
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of the juſt in purgatory, and thus accofted | 
her : Behold how much they ſuffer ! Weigh tbe 
ſmall pain and anguiſh of a fever, againſt the 
torments they undergo. Theſe words cover- | 
ed her with a holy confuſion, and inſpired | 
her to atone for her fins, by a meek and 
humble reſignation to the contradictions 
and ſufferings allotted her by Providence. 


a 
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e THE \ 
T CONSIDERATION 

1 FOR THE 


SECOND SUNDAY. 
St. ALOYSIUS an Example of Mortifi- 


cation. FE 

HE painful way of the croſs is not 
only propoſed and recommended to 
= Chriſtians of all ſtate and denomination, by 
their divine leader; Aria via eff, que ductt 
ad vitam. Matt. vii. 14; freight is the 
way that leads to life; but it is enforced 
by his example. Chriſtians therefore, in 
general, ought to copy this original, and 
dim at eternal life, by the practice of pe- 
® nance and mortification, Under the in- 
fluence of divine grace, Aloyſius was ear 
imbued with this heavenly doctrine. H 
practiſed the moſt rigid auſterities from his 
infancy, even in the world, and th 
heir to a conſiderable principality, notwith- 
ſtanding the oppoſite allurements of a ſplen- 
did and magnificent court, he treated his 
body, innocent as it was, and ever obſe- 
quious to reaſon, with the moſt ſtrict ſeve- 


rity, * 


* 
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rity, His diſciplines were frequent and 
bloody; his faſts almoſt continual; his very 
refection was ſo ſparing, that it ſcarce de- 
ſerved any other name than that of an un- 
interrupted abſtinence, as it never exceeded 
the quantity of one ounce at any ſet mea]. 

When deprived of his uſual inſtruments 
of mortification, he was ever ingenious in 
finding out means to ſupply their want. 
Inſtead of hair ſhirts, he would make uſe 
of ſmall iron ſpikes and rowels of ſpurs, 
and. would iſtrew his bed with chips of 
wood, thut his very reſt might have. a uni- 
formity with his other actions, which were 
ever ſeaſoned with moreification. 

Does not ſo worthy an example raiſe thy 
emulation, and ſtir thee to the like prac- 
tices? What pretext for an exemption 
canſt thou alledge either from thy age, or 
the delicacy of thy-conſtitution ? Art thou 
younger, or of a weaker habit of body, 
than Aloyſius? Thou art not able to un- 


- dergo ſuch auſterities! Vain illuſion! 


Strange inconſiſtency | If the world calls, 
the proſpect of a temporaladvantage makes 
thee break through whatever oppoſition: if 
thy paſſions hurry thee on to pleaſure, 
thou patiently ſubmitteſt to greater hard- 
ſhips; but when thy ſpiritual welfare is at 
ſtake, thy reſolution fails, and thou ſinkeſt 
beneath indolence. The 


THE SECOND SUNDAY, 21 


The manna, that formerly fed the Iſrael- 
ites in the deſert, had the wonderful proper- 
ty of enduring the moſt violent heat of fire, 
yet melted away at the hiſt ray of the ſun; 
thou, on the contrary, art proof againſt the 
utmoſt force of the rays of the Sun of Juſ- 
tice, which would draw thee to the croſs 
of thy Saviour; but unable to reſiſt, or 
withſtand the fire of thy paſſions, or heat 
of worldly deſires. Vet the oppoſite ſpirit, 
the ſpirit of penance and ſelf-denial, ac» 
cording to St, Paul, Gal. v. 24. is the un+ 
doubted mark and characteriſtic of predeſ- 
tination; gui ſunt Chriflt, carnem ſuam rus 
cifixerunt cum wits & concupiſcentiis ſuis. 

hey that are Chriſt's, have crucified their 
fleſh with the vices and luſts. 4 

II. Aloyſius in a religious ſtate, with 
due ſubordinarion to ſuperiors, continued 
on and practiſed the ſame rigorous auſteri- 
ties towards himſelf, Nothing ſeemed to 
go down with a better reliſh, than ſuch 
commands and employs as were moſt pain- 
ful: he would accuſtom himſelf to hunger 
and thirſt; ſevere diſciplines and hair ſhirts 
were his delight: he would find out ſome 
means or other to aMict his body, in what 
poſture ſoever it was, and would not let 
ſlip out of his hands any opportunity of 
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overcoming himſelf, ſubduing all the mo- 
tions of his heart, and ſubjecling his own 
will and inclination. To ſuch as ſtood in 
ſurprize at his ingenuity in finding out 
new torments, wherewith to afffict himſelf, 
he would now and then anſwer, It is prac- 
tice and cuſtom that make theſe things eaſy and 
agreeable ; neglect and diſuſe alone render 
them hard and difficult. 

By want of uſe they ſeem ſtrange to us, 
and our not conſidering the end for which 
they are practiſed, makes them appear dif- 
ficult. Reflect only that the body, as it 
ought to be, is naturally ſubject” to the 
foul ; but if indulged and pampered, if not 
inſtructed in its duty, eaſily becomes maſ- 
ter. The pattern laid before us in the ex- 
ample of Aloyſius, ſhews how we muſt 
keep this ſervant under, and in due ſubjec- 
tion ; rely not too much on fo treacherous 
and ſo domeſtic an enemy: Caſftigo corpus 
meum. | chaſtize my body, ſays the apoſ- 
tle. Nor is it ſufficient to have overcome 
our perverſe and irregular appetites, or, as 
ethers falſely perſuade themſelves, to deſire 
to do it; no, we muſt always hold the 
command in our own hands, bring our 
body into ſervitude, and now and then, at 
leaſt, make uſe of our power, that our au- 
therity may not be called in queſtion. 

8 8 | Caſtigo 
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Caftigo corpus meum, & in ſervitutem redigo. 
1 Cor. ix. 27: I chaſtize my Wed and 
bring it into ſervitude. 

III. Let us now contemplate Aloyſius 
at the point of death. There were not 
wanting thoſe who imagined, at that hour, 
he would be ſomewhat anxiqus and trou- 
bled, as if by theſe his voluntary chaſe 
tiſements he had ſhortened his liſe. On 
the contrary, having received, the..xites! of 
the church, he declared that hig mind was 
perfectly at eaſe, as he had not undertaken 
nor practiſed any of thaſe auſterities, buy 
with the advice, and under the direction 
of thoſe God had appointed his guides and 
directors. His concern, if 0 re- uf 
he had rather been too indulgen 
remiſs. Wherefore, he then $a hp © 
ſuperior would order him a diſcipline, and 
if not able, on account of his extreme 
weakneſs, to execute juſtice on himſelf, he 
would ſubſtitute another to perform that 
duty and charity towards him. Tbis was 
not at that time to be granted: his requeſt 
then was, that he might be allowed, like 
a true penitent, and a faithful follower of 
his divine Maſter, to breathe out his laſt 
on the bare ground, | 

The ſame ſpirit of mortification, that 
had accompanied him in his life, did not 

| leave 


* 
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leave him even at his death. He knew 
full well (and it is what we ſhould be con- 
vinced of ourſelves) that the ſelf-denials 
we have embraced, the auſterities and mor- 
tifications we have underwent, and the 
victories we have gained over ourſelves, 
during life, cannot but be a ſingular com- 
fort, ſupport, and ſatisfaction to us at our 
death; whereas, on the contrary, thoſe 
petty comforts, pleaſures, and delights we 
have ſo eagerly purſued and ſought after, 
will, at that hour, riſe up againſt us, fill 
us with dread and horror, and be the ex- 
ecutioners of a mind diſtracted with fear 
and diffidence; ww vobis, gui ridetis nunc 
(they are the words of God himſelf ) ve 
vobis, qui habetis hic conſolationem veſtram. 
Luke vi. 24. Wo be to you that now laugh |! 
Wo be to you that have your comfort 


here, 


22 


Tur PRAYER. 


2 OST mortiſied, and moſt innocent 


EVI Aloyſius! my ſoul-is confounded 


to behold the wide diſparity between the 


innocence of thy life, and the guilt of 
mine. Thou didſt treat thy pure and un- 


defiled body with utmoſt rigour and ſeve- 


rity 3 
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rity; I indulge and pamper my rebellious 
fleſh with a ſcandalous indulgence. How 
wiſely didſt thou comply with the inſpira- 
tions of thy divine teacher, by whoſe direc- 
tion thou did exact that rigorous account 
of thyſelf ? How fooliſhly do l yield to the 
ſuggeſtions of the enemy of my ſalvation, 
in ſeeking ſelf-eaſe and ſatisfaction? Ob- 
tain for me, I beſeech thee, a holy hatred 
of myſelf, that fired with a juſt indignation 
at the guilt of my paſt diſorderly life, I may 
have the reſolution to enter into the narrow 
and mortified path, that leads to bliſs, 
and inflict on myſelf the puniſhment due to 
my fins. Suffer me not, O moſt loving 
Patron, to ſtray hereafter, or by relapſing 
into my former diſorders, to return into the 
broad way, which inevitably leads to per- 
dition, tain a ray of heavenly grace to 
guide my ſteps, and to convince me that 
the inordinate cravings of my body and 
ſenſes are the moſt dangerous of my ene- 
mies; grant, that encouraged by thy ex- 
ample, I may ever be upon the watch, to 
obſerve their motions, and by a juſt ſeverity 
keep them under due ſabjedtion, that thus 
victorious over myſelf, I may be entitled to 
the crown of glory promiſed to thoſe who 
conquer themſelves. 3 
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The Practical Sayings of St. ALOYSIUS. 


I. S A alone: have attained the height of 
perfeftion, as have treat d their body *' 
like a ſumpter-beaſl, and kept it under ſub- 
jeftion by the means penance ſuggeſts. If you 
defire this perfection, begin the work by 
penance. Learn the uſe of the arms pro- 
per for this warfare, by tke example our 
Saint has laid before you, and be aſſured 
the grace of God, without ſuch, preſerva- 
tives, dwells not amidſt the allurements of 
| the world; Non invenitur in terra ſuavitur 
vi ventium. Job, xxviii. 13. It is not found 
| in the land of thoſe who live in delights. . 
| II. Do not put off to old age, un:qual to 
| ſuch a burden, the valuntary chaſtiſements 4 
| the bady. That part of liſæ ſhould chiefly be 
reflrained hy penance, which, without that, 
| lies mot 1 to ruin. The advice is ge- 
neral, and comprizes all circumſtances ; 
| 


but the obſervance of. it is chiefly requiſite 
in-time of temptation, Refile diabols & 

fugiet a vobis. Jac, iv. 7. Reſiſt the. devil, 

and he will fly from you. 111 </v3v4 
III. Wie ought to laat upon our Body as a 

flave given over to our care, and our felues ac- 

_ «countable ta Cad far whatever  rebellion- it is 
guilty if. This is a full anſwer to ſuch as 

l would deter us from the exerciſe of martifica- 
| tion 
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fon. We cannot anſwer our charge, or 
the truſt repoſed in us, without putting in 
practice this virtue, and we ſhall make the 
ſame pleaſing and agreeable in the ſight of 
God, if in this we have his honour and glo- 
ry in view: Sacrificium Deo ſpiritus contri- 
Bulatus, Pf. I. A ſacrifice to Cod is aft af» 
flicted ſpirit. CLE | 


— 


r 


Aw EX AMP LE. 

Tk wonderful auſterity of Aloyſius, 
joined with the integrity of his life, 
proved a 'powerfuF incentive to many, to 
practiſe the hke pious 1 What I 
am going to relate, will clearly evidence, 
how powerful and available the practice ot 
mortification is, towards obtaining his pa- 
tronage and protection. a 
A certain perſon had for many years ſu 
wholly abandoned himſelf to all manner of 
debauchery, that he became thereby odious 
and inſupportable, even to himſelf, He 
often {trove to diſengage his heart from this 
wretched ſlavery, and to aſſert his liberty: 
but his efforts proved as often ineffectual; 
nor could he ever raiſe himſelf to that pitch 
of ſteadineſs and reſolution, as to conquer 
the ſuggeſtion, or once abſtain from the 


C 2 crime, 


2 
— — ' 
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crime, to which he was tempted, | Having 
tried in vain various remedies againſt ſo in- 
veterate an evil, he was at length happily 
adviſed by his confeflor, to have recourſe to 
ot. Aloyſius, a glorious pattern and protee- 
tor of chaſtity. In order to add ſtill more 
efficacy to his ſuit, he further directed bim 
to undertake ſome voluntary acts of morti- 
fication, The humble ſuppliant complies 
with the advice, and vows a faſt of fix days, 
in honour of the angelical youth, who had 
lived ſd many years in religion. From that 


taftant he not only never relapſed into bis 


former ſins ; but (as he ſolemnly avowed 
to his director, who had ſuggeſted that ſa- 
lutary expedient) whenever aſſaulted by the 


wicked inſinuation of the impure ſpirit, he 


found no means more preſent and effica- 
cious to drive him away, than calling upon 
the: name of Aloyſtus, which over and 
above reſtored him to his priſtine tranquil- 


lity of wind, and love of purity, 


* 


2 


THE 


THE THIRD SUNDAY. 29 
* "PT. „ err nn, l Ares 
cee c Wo pc oc oe be eee e $0506 0 de 
6 THE | 


* CONSIDERATION | 


i [4 3 


# gy "8 ; þ 221 
6.4 01th 142 $3505 FOR THE "73 L 


GR | Is 93 
„ THIRD SUNDAY. 
VIAL 42510 2 E eden o 
N LOYSIUS,*though eminent if all 
"FA. (Kinds of virtue, ſeems chieffy to 
have excefled in that of Chaſtity. Every 
one conſpired in this notion, and ſo uni 
verſal it Was, chat he was generally known, 
and called by the name off the fncufnutt 
Abgeli Th 1 Chpef ſeems to pprove 
the ſame, and does nbt doubt tote Hm 
herſelf, an angelical Youth, and tliat tog, 
which makes the appellation of the greateſt 
2 in her ſolemn and public ſer- 
vice. Even his equals and play-fellowe, 
from his earlieſt years, were ſo convinced 
of the undoubted right he had to that title, 
that, if at any time, YG it happens) they 
chanced to be engaged in any diſcourſe, 
that ſavoured the leaſt of immodeſty, or 
even had a tendency that way, upon his 

| C3 joining 


30 THE THIRD SUNDAY, 


joining the company, they immediately 
dropped the ſame, becauſe, as they alledg- 
ed, the Angel was come. Cardinal Bellar- 
mine, his TireQor in matters of conſcience, 
a moſt wiſe and prudent man (fo little could 
he obſerve in him of that frailty, which is 
common to others !) ſticks not to declare, 
he looked upon him as confirmed in the fa- 
vour and grace of his Creator. 

Here, devout client of ſo chaſte a patron, 
for a moment caſt an eye on thy ownſelf 
and thy conduct. I will recommend to 
thee our ſaint's life and example, as the 
beſt of looking- glaſſes on this occaſion. By 
that thou wilt ſoon diſcover. what is want 
ing to thee in this virtue, upon what ground 
thou ſtandeſt, or what progreſs thou haſt 
made. If. thou haſt uſed but little labour 
and induſtry, in cultivating this heavenly-. 
born plant, or haſt ſatished 'thyſelf, in de- 
fendipg it from the deadly blaſts of mortal 
fin only, thou haſt done but little, and the 
aforeſaid glaſs will preſent and return thee 
no agreeable proſpect. This virtue calls 
for a greater care and vigilance, It is of 
the nature of the Sen roma Plant, that droops 
and dies by the leaſt touch or breath. 

_ Examine then thy thoughts and affec- 
tions, thy words and actions; nothing is to 
be neglected, nothing little in this * 

at 


What might ſeem ſmall, or of no conſe- 
querice (ſo great is the delicacy of this vis- 
tue ]) may, on the contrary, abamina- 
ble in the ſight of God, and fewel to- his 
anger and indignation. H. Job had rea- 
ſon in this particular to ſay, verebar omnia 
opera mea: ſciens, quod non 2 delin- 
quenti, chap. ix. ver. 28. I feared all my 
works, knowing that thou didſt not ſpare 
the offender . 1 5 
II. Singular were the prerogatiyes with 
which God adorned the chaſtity of his ſer- 
vant. In his tender years he conſecrated 
himſelf at Florence to the Mother of Fu- 
rity, who ſeems, in a peculiar manner, 0 
have rewarded him on that account. The 
acts of his . canonization teſtify, that mo 


one was ever more privileged ; ſee the 


words themſelves. ®* Aleyſius never ſufftned 
in his body the flings of the fleſh, pls never 


had in his mind an 1mpure thought, twhich 


thing we read nat in the lives of other ſaints. 
Such are the gifts of God; ſuch thoſe in 

particular, that are imparted to us, thr, 

the hands of the moſt pure Virgin, quite 

fingular, quite angelical. _ {a 
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gitationem ullam in mente impuram habuit ; 74 in alin 
acorum biſtoriis non legitur. Ex adi Canoti, © 


As Arima los carnis Al, Mu nunguam paſſus 
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| Encoottifed by theſe favours, put thyſelf 
2 the patronage of the moſt bleſſed 
Virgin: recommend thy chaſtity to her 
care and protection; pray daily with the 
church; vitam præſta purum; grant our 
lives may be pure and ſpotleſs ; but above 


all, and as thou tendereſt the life of 


thy ſoul, let the inviolable cuſtody of this 
virtue ber thy great care, ſolicitude, and 
concern; for on this ſide of heaven there is 
nothipg Fat can ſtand in competition with 
it. 1 1 e non eft digna- continentis 
ant xu, 20. All weight is not 
#9: | e ſoul: as it makes us, 
e ere arg earth, like; and in forne 
K ages in, heaveti'! 


© 1446 
5 . with Fit way did 4 RE 7 p that 
keep and preſerve this beloved: ind precious 
ure No paſſage not entrance was. left 
ech Aeg e given to the enemy; 
be Le 4 ſtrict. Cad over all his ſenſes ; 
ticular over his eyes, as the moſt dan- 
pads inlet, he continually ſtood watch 
and ward. The command he held here 
was apparently ſcvere. 

When page to the empreſs Mary, of 
Auſtria, upon whom he waited many years, 
he never even looked her in the Face 3 nor 

= Was. 


oben 
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was he leſs circumſpect, or more off his 
guard, when he ſpoke and converſed with 
his own mother. In public he kept his 
eyes always on the ground, and it was a 
common ſaying, that the perſon was not 
living, who knew what colour they were 
of. Being once prevailed upon to go to a 
ball, he ſoon found an expedient to with- 
draw from the company, in order to betake 
himſelf in private to prayer. In fine, he 
was on all occaſions ſo full of care and cir- 
cumſpeCtion, that it appeared evidently, he 
was ſenſible he had an ineſtimable treaſure 
committed to his charge, which he was 
ever mind ful to preſerve and ſecure againſt 
all incident misfortunes. A caution highly 
commendable, and really neceſſary, conſi- 
dering the brittleneſs of the veſſel in which 
it is contained: habemus th:ſaurum iſtum in 
vaſis fictilibus, 2 Cor. iv. 7. We carry that 
treaſure in carthen veſſels. 24" 32: - Yi 

Conſider in this place whether that ſtrict 
guard, that watchful diligence, be not more 
neceſſary for thee, towards preſarving thy 
purity, than it was to Aloyſius ? Is not thy 
virtue weaker, art thou not expoſed to 
more dangers ? Be not the unhappy inſtru- 
ment of betraying thy own innocence, in 
allowing thy thoughts, words, and looks, 
a looſe and unſafe liberty, The fowler 
| enſnares 
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enſnares birds, that are eaſily enticed tb 
pearch upon his twigs, or play about his 
nets ; but deſpairs of taking thoſe that fl 
from him, and keep at a diſtance: fo it 
fares with the enemy of mankind, who is 
ever buſy in laying ſnares, ever upon 
the watch, ſeeking whom he may devour. 
He may indeed furprife the unwary, but 
cannot hurt them that fly from him. Fly 
then from his ſnares, dally not with the 
temptation; for if thou entereſt into a fa- 
miliarity with perſons of an irregular life, 
if thou alloweſt thine eyes the liberty of 
indecent objects; if thou beginneſt to lend 
an car to immodeſt and filthy diſcourſe, 
thy ruin is near at hand. Thou muſt 
fly from the occaſions, if thou haſt a 
mind to preſerve thy virtue, to avoid the 
danger, and not to give room to the follow- 
ing complaint, venatione ceperunt me, gquadſi 
avem, inimici mei gratis. I hien. iii. 52. 
My enemies have taken me as a bird, gra- 
tis, that is, for nothing, for à vain and 
empty pleaſure, which they themſclves 
muſt deem vile and fname fu. 


Tur 
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Tne PRAYER, 


LOWER of i innocence, moſt angeli- 
cal youth | my ſoul rejoices at thy pu- 
y, ſo particular and above nature, which 
no grievous crime, or breath of impure 
thought, could ever affect or ſully, Con- 
founded at the multitude of my crimes, let 
me addreſs thee, and humbly ſue for pardon, 
I am ſorry for, deteſt and abhor whatever is 
diſpleaſing in thy moſt pure ſight,” Obtain 
for me, © G00 and the ever bleſſed Virgin 
a perfect purity of -body and mind.“ e 
whatever is unclean be abominable in my 
eyes. May I have reſolution to guard and 
ſhut. up all the paſſages againſt its ee 
into the mind. Thus I now purpoſe, this 
] reſolve, relying with confidende on” tt 
patronage, and the protection of the iniffia- 
eulate Virgin Mary: © Fiat cor meum i mm- 
culatum, ut non confundar, Pſ. exviii. 0 
my heart become undefiled, that F be n 
confaunded. . | 


2 _ 7 


The Prat 500 of 81. ALOYSIUS, 
J. . fortitude ariſes from the 


fear of God for who fears him, can 


FT" nothing elſe, Whether alone or in 


com- 


7 
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company, keep God always before thine 
eyes. The memory of his preſence-will ſe- 
cure thee againſt the aſſaults of thy enemy. 
Quo modo poſſum hoc malum facere, & peccare. 
in Deum meum ! Gen, xxxix. ix. How can 
I do this evil, and fin againſt my God 
II. It is a dangerous thing ts have one's 
affettions engaged on creatures and the goods 
of this world. Keep theſe affections within 
proper bounds ; if any one in particular 
exceeds its due meaſure, let the ſame be 
ſacrificed out of hand to the love of God, 
which alone ſhould reign in thy heart. 
Daminum Deum tuum timebis, & ei 2 ſer- 
vies, Deut. x. 20. Thou ſhalt fear the 
Lord thy God, and ſerve him only. 
III. 4 want of due attention to mental 
prayer 15 the 1 ſome have fo litthe fer- 
dur, and give ſo great ſcope to their paſ- 


fins. A ſhort meditation on ſome eternal 
truth ought to be thy daily employ. Thy 
- mind by that means will be withdrawn 


from earthly and periſhable objects, and 
fixed on eternal. The pleaſures here be- 


low would make but ſmall impreſſion on a 


mind filled with the thoughts of thoſe 
above. Utinam ſaperent & intelligerent, ac 
noviſſima providerent. Deut. xxxii. 29. 
Would to God they would grow wiſe, and 
underſtand, and foreſee the Jaſt things. 4 

8 5 
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An EXAMPLE, 
THE numberleſs miracles that proclaim 


St. Aloyſius the peculiar Patron of 


Chaſtity, are confirmed by the undoubted 
teſtimony of ſo many witneſſes, that a per- 
ſon of quality, who 


Giation found relief, by a device equally 
ingenious and pertinent, cauſed a picture 
to be hung up before his ſhrine, exhibit- 
ing the ſaint raining down ſhowers of 
lillies into the boſom of his clients. I ſhall 
relate one particular inſtance out of many. 


A Religious, of known virtue, in Poland 
{whom God permitted to be tried, like gold 


in the furnace, that his virtue might come 
out with greater luſtre and purity, was 


moſt ſeverely aſſaulted, 99 the ſpace of 
2 whole year and more, by baſe and impure. 
temptations. To rid himſelf of their per- 


plexing and violent importunity, he morti- 


fied his body, not only by faſting and watch 


ing, but alſo by hair ſhirts and diſciplines : 
notwithſtanding which, the temptations 
proved now and then ſo diſquieting and 


vexatious, that they obliged him to with- 
draw from table, or public company, te 


give in private vent to his grief, and liberty 


to his tears. * proſtrate on the ground, 


offering 


ad recourſe to him on 
that ſubject, and through his powerful me- 


* ; 
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offering to God the ever acceptable ſacri- 
fice of an humble and contrite heart, he 
uſed to beſeech the divine Goodneſs to 
ſupply him with grace, and quell the 
orm. 
Not confounded at a perſeverance ſo he- 
roic, the lecherous temper, as yet unvan- 
quiſhed, renews the aſſault, by inſinuating 
into his mind, wicked and impious doubts 
of the Divine Providence, in order to ſink 
him into deſpair, and ſtrove to perſuade 
him, that neither God nor his angels had 
the leaſt regard to his endeavours, as they 
had not hitherto granted the leaſt aſſiſtance 
on his reiterated ſupplicatieons. In this 
anguiſh and agony his ghoſtly Father ad- 
viſes him to commit himſelf to the care and 
protection of St. Aloyſius, whoſe chaſtity 
was ſo admirable and illuſtrious. To this 
advice the ghoſtly Father prudently added 
the uſe of ſome relics of the ſaint, which 
he directed him to hang about his neck, and 
to preſs to his breaſt in proportion to the 
violence of the aſſailing temptation. Scarce 
had the relics touched his breaſt, when on 
a ſudden, all rebellion of the fleſh ceaſing, 
after a long and tedious ſtorm, to uſe the 
words of the Religious, a great calm en- 
ſued, which, he declared upon oath, he 
ever enjoyed the remaining part of his life. 
* Might 


THE: THIRD SUNDAY, 39 


Might it not, with ſubmiſſion, be aſſert- 
ed, that the divine Goodneſs permitted ſo 
long and vexatious a trial, in order to 
make it evidently appear to- the whole 
world, how powerful and prevailing in the 


Itke cauſes, the patronage and interceſſion 
os St. Aloyſius ATE, | | 
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ind, 

HERE are two s or degrees, by 
| which the foul 43 to a Por, begs *. 
perfect Purity. Fi is, when the mind, 
diſburthened of earthly incumbrances, ad- 
mits only, and takes in ſuch thoughts and 
affections, as are more refined and diſen- 
gaged from the dregs and corruption of 
worldly deftres, As the air is more pure, 
when raiſed above the clouds, and ſuperior ' 
to thoſe vapours that hang on the ſurface 
of the earth. Secondly, when the ſou], by 
means of holy aſpirations and inflamed de- 
ſires unites itſelf immediately with God, 
the ſource and fountain of all purity ; as in 
like manner the air (to continue on the al- 
legory) becomes more pure and ſubtil the 
bigher it is, and by drawing nearer the ſun 
D 2 receives 
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receives more immediately its benign in- 
fluence, Aloyſins excelled in both. 

I. He was ſingularly eminent in the for- 
mer, avowedly renouncing the pomps and 
vanity of the world. What engroſſes the 
minds and attention of other mortals, as 
power, riches, command and the like, were 
of no eſtimate or merit with him. The 
rich particularly, who, whilſt they might 
gain eternal wealth, remained loſt and be- 
wildered in the purſuit of what was vile and 
tranſient, were ſo many objects of his diſ- 
dain and compaſſion: Nor. was he leſs op- 
polite to them in his life, than contrary in 
his morals, His delight was to reſemble 
the poor, he choſe for himſelf the meaneſt 
dreſs, in the midſt of the greateſt ſplendor ; 
even when obliged to converſe with, and 
accompany perſons of the firſt rank and 
dignity, he was particular in nothing but 
his humility. He ſhewed this at Milan, on 
a very ſolemn occaſion, | 

There was an illuſtrious aſſembly of the 
prime nobility, a cavalcade, in which our 
ſaint had the courage to appear the only 
one mounted on an aſs, riding, as I may 
ſay, amidſt the hiſſes and ſneers of an in- 
ſolent rabble, in triumph over the vanity of 
worldly greatneſs. In the ſame place, be- 

ing commanded to be preſent at a Tourna- 
D 3 ment, 


ment, he wentin compliance to his Father's 


will and pleaſure, but according to his cuſ- 
tom, with his eyes either decently fixed 
on the ground, or ſo employed, that it was 
evident his mind was taken up with more 
noble objects. The world on the contra- 
ry caſts a miſt over our eyes, fo that we ſee 
| not theſe gewgaws, as they are in them- 
| ſelves, but only in-a cloud, and under a 
borrowed luſtre and brightneſs. 

In order to be diſabuſed of ſo dangerous 
an error, generouſly call thyſelf to an ac- 
count: uſquequo gravi corde, ut quid dilt- 

itis vanitatem & guaritis mendacium ? 

ſ. iv. 5. How long wilt thou ſuffer thy- 
ſelf to be ſeduced by vain and deceitful > 4 
jets? Wilt thou ever proſtitute on trifles 
the precious moments, on which an eter- 
nity depends? Dareſt thou preſumptuouſly 
wait till death comes to undeceive thee ? 


— _ ͤ— O— 
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they are deceitful, becauſe under a dazzling 
appearance they promiſe what they cannot 
beſtow. r 
11. His diſengagement from the world 
appeared manifeſtly by his leaving it. Ad- 
mire his conduct. Deliberating with him- 
ſelf about chuſing a ſtate of Tife, * 
"i im- 


Behold in time the objects in their own 


enuine and true light, Fhey are vain, 
Eecauſe tranſitory, and of no real moment : 
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himſelf under the direction of our bleſſed 
Lady, the mother of Wiſdom, and on the 
feaſt of her ſacred Aſſumption, clearly ſaw 
himſelf invited. and: called to the ſociety of 
Ixsus. It was no hard matter to a perſon: 
of his diſpoſition to leave the world: but 
the world would not fo eaſily leave him, 


Great were the obſtacles and difficulties he 


had to ſurmount. The obſtinacy of his 
father, in refuſing his conſent for the ſpace 


of three whole years, was not brought to 


yield, but by conſtant prayer, tears, and ri- 


gorous moxtifications. Heaven, that had 


given him the call, ſupplied him with means 
to accompliſh the ſame. His deſire of com- 
plying with the vocation, was ſo abſolute 
and — that he was heard to ſay, that 
if all other means failed him, he would 


with pleaſure ſubmit to the inconveniences. 
and fatigues of a pilgrim, wandering from 


place to place, till he found admittance in- 
to ſome houſe of the Society, _ il 


Having at laſt obtained his father's c- 


ſent, he diveſted him ſelf of the principality, 
which by birth devol ved to him, and tranſ- 


ferred his right to his younger brother. A- 
miĩdſt the common tears of a large aſſembly, 


with a joyful and ſetene countenance, he 


betakes himſelf to the ſociety of Jesus, 
exchanging the affluence, eaſe, and ſplen- 


dar 


+ 18. 


5 
; 
[ 
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dor of a court, for the poverty,- martifica- 
tion, and humility of a religious life. In 
his entrance into the beriet victorious 
and triumphant over the world, he broke 


out into theſe affectionate words of the 


royal Prophet, Hæc requies mea, hic habita- 
bo, guoniam elegi eam. Pf. cxxxi. This is 
my reſt, here will 1 abide, becauſe I have 
choſen it. * + . 
Does thy obedience to the call of heaven 
come up to this pattern? Doſt thou break 
through with equal reſolution, the ſmall lets 
and hindrantes that come in thy way? Art 
not thou rather one of thoſe, who endea- 
vour to wreſt the ſupernatural call of God 
to their oww convenience, temporal profit, 
and worldly advantage? If we proceed 
thus, it is no wonder we meet not with 
God's bleſſing in what we undertake. It 
belongs to him alone, as ſupreme lord and 
maſter, to declare his will and pleaſure: It 


is our duty, as faithful ſervants, to obey 
and follow his command. With what au- 
thority can we break through the order of 
his divine Providence, who gives the law 
in theſe words? Unumgquemgue ſicut vocavrt 


Deus, ita ambulet. 1 Cor. vii. 17. Let 


every one walk, as God has called him. 


III. St. Aloyſius excelled no leſs in the 
ſecond degree. Exceedingly great was the 


purity 


15 
J 
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purity of his mind, which reſulted from à 
-_ ſtrict and intimate union _ * 

t is the property of fire to purify metals, 
by Src . and conſuming their droſs. 
God is called a conſuming Fire. Deut. iv. 


24. What natural fire operates in regard 


to metals, the ſupernatural fire of divine 
Love produces in the breaſt and ſoul where 
it preſides. Of this, Aloyſius, who was 
ever united to it, ever moved and actuated 
by its influence, is a pregnant inſtance. 
From his very infancy he kept this fire 
alive in his ſou), by a moſt elevated con- 
templation, and nouriſhed the flame with a 
continual ſhower of tears. His counte- 
nance would be enflamed, and burn; his 
ſoul would melt and diſſolve away, at the 
memory only, or mention pf his Creator, 
who was ever before his eyes, and preſent 


to his heart. An uninterrupted converſa- 
tion with God ran through and accom- 


pu" his whole life; in prayer eſpecially, 
was ſo abſorbed, that a thought foreign. 
to the ſubject he was upon, could find no 
entrance into his mind, as the acts of his 
canonization teſtify, caruit diſtractianibus et 
ationibus mentis, he was free from diſ- 
tractions and diſſipations of mind: yes, he 
ingenuouſly confeſſed to his Director, that 
were they all to be joingd together, he had 

9 d ſuffe red 
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ſuffered for the ſpace 'of half a year, the 
whole would not equal the time ſpent in 
' repeating over the angelical ſalutation. A 
favour he had purchaſed, . not without toil : 
and labour, 2 | 
For inſtance, it was a cuſtom, and an 
indiſpenſable law with our Saint, to let no 
day paſs without giving one hour to God, 
in mental prayer. This he performed with 
ſuch attention, that, if during that time, 
any undue thought or diſtraction interven- 
ed, he would begin the whole anew ; re- 
folved not to leave the place, till he had 
performed his taſk without any ſuch diſturb- 
ance or moleſtation. So he would be five 
hours together, or better, before he could 
ſatisfy himfelf.. Far was he from the prac- 
tice of thoſe who enter their proteſt againſt 
the knowledge of the ways of their Crea- 
tor. Stientiam viarum tuarum nolumus. 
Job xxi. 14. We will not the ſcience of 
thy ways: on the contrary, he made this 
his aim and endeavour, he ſquared his life 
by that rule and compaſs: this was the ar- 
mour he daily put on, this his ſecure de- 
fence in all dangers, mnne ad/?abo tibi et vi- 
debo, quoniam non Deus volens iniquitatem 
tu et. Pſ. v. 5. In the morning I will ſtand 
by thee, and will ſee; becauſe thou art not 
a God that wilt iniquity. 

Tus 
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Tue PRAYER, 


FJ MOST amiable: Patron, Aloyſius ! ! 
| caſt an eye. of pity and. compaſſion 
on thy poor client, if, conſidering the diſ- 
parity and the irregularity of my life, 1 
may ſtile myſelf thine. +I hy diſengage- 
ment from-the world, thy union with God, 
are a continual reproach to me, in my at- 
tachment to the ane, and W 
from the other. I am truly poured forth 
like water, loſt in the purſuit of vain ob- 
jects, and diſſipated in my own unprofit- 
able wanderings. I grieve to find my ſoul 

ſo far from God, ſo cleaving to the world. 
My ſoul has forgot God its Saviour, and its, 
ſtrong ſupport. it has not remembered: oblita 
. Dei ſalvatoris ſui ei fortis adjutoris ſui non. 
1 If. xvii. 10. Obtain there- 
tore for me a ſmall part and: ſhare of that 
union. with God which thou ever enjoyedſt. 
May. I ſeriouſly keep in view, dwell on, 
and take delight in ſuch things as are eter- 
nal: Grant F may regulate my conduct by 
the lights and maxims of the Goſpel, and 
not by the falſe dictates of worldly pru- 
dence. Let thoſe be a lamp to my feet, 
anq a light to my paths: Lucerna pedibus 

meis et lumen ſemitis meis. Pf, exviii. 
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The Practical Sayings of St. ALorvs1Us. 


I. EVANGE LICAL Perfection is to be 

acquired by diligence in prayer, and 
not by other meant... The ſentence is that 
of St. Aloyſius, the judgment-that of all, 
who have made the ſame road, and arrived 
at Perfection. We ought to eſteem it a 
duty incumbent on us, to comply fully 
with this obligation. Be exact and punc- 
tual to the time allotted for prayer: let it 
not be thought, we have a greater regard 
for the nouriſhment and ſuſtenance of the 
body, than what we ſhew for that of the 
ſou]. It is 'a fine ſaying, on which we 
ought to reflect, of the ancient Fathers, 
Horrendum 4 diem fine oratione tranſigere : 
It is a dreadful thing to paſs the day with- 


out prayer. Rs 

| I. Fr muddy Areams, or water ruffled by 
the wind, do not receive and reflect objects, 
2 admits not thoſe of heaven, when 

lied itfe 4 with defefts, or agitated with 
paſſion. Be calm then, and recollected be- 
fore prayer, and remove whatever may hin- 
der or obſtruct its influence, left for want 


| of a due difpoſition, you provoke God's an- 


ger; ante orationem prepara animam tuam 
& noli 'effſe quaſi homo, gr tentat 1 22 
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Eccl. xviii. 23. Before prayer prepare thy 
ſoul, and be not as a man that tempteth 
God, | 

III. He eafily contemns earthly principa- 
lities, who ſeriouſly thinks on an eternal king- 
dom, in * of which crowns and royal 
robes are like the pageantry of a comedian, 
which is put off when the farce is ended. 
When thy mind is affected with the exte- 
rior ſhow and appearance of temporal 
goods, compare them with the reality of 
thoſe which are eternal. Aſk thyſelf this 
queſtion, Which are more worthy of my eſ- 
teem and regard? Quod æternum non eft, ni- 
Bil eft. It is nothing, if not eternal. 


Ax EXAMPLE. 


HE foregoing meditation, laid out in a 
proper light, and duly conſidered, has 
deen of the greateſt advan to many z 
has withdrawn the younger ſort eſpecially 
from the pleaſures of- the world, and in- 
duced them to attend to their own ſanctiſi- 
cation and perfection, after ſo admirable an 
example. The following is a very parti- 
cular inſtance.” 

A Proſtitute in Parma, uſed not only 
publicly to engage into all manner of lewd- 

ye) E | neſs, 
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ij \ 
| neſs, but dared even bind herſelf by oaths 
to fulfil her criminal engagements and aſ- 
| | ſignations, to the univerſal ſcandal of the 
0 whole city. By a peculiar diſpoſition of 
0 Providence, ſhe happened one day to be 
| | preſent at a ſermon, where the Preacher, 
| full of zeal, and actuated by the love of 
God, placed in open view the enormity of 
her crimes in ſuch ſtrong colours, and with 
ſuch unction and efficacy, that ſenſible of 
her wretched condition, ſo ſoon as the diſ- 
courſe was ended, ſhe flung herſelf at his 
feet, and diſcloſed the grievous and deadly 
wounds of her conſcience, candidly ſpecify- 
ing at the ſame time, that ſhe greatly ap- 
prehended a want of courage and reſolu- 
tion to break through a habit ſo rooted and 
confirmed in her. 2 
The prudent Director preſeribed various 
remedies, ſuitable to the grievouſneſs of 
the diſorder, which however fruſtrated both 
their expectations. At length, as ſhe fre- 
gently returned to the ſacred tribunal, 
Icaded with the ſame guilt, he thus adviſed 
her: Lxert thyſelf, approach the ſacred 
altar of that LE youth, (meaning St. 
Aloyſtus) beg a part of that purity of heart, 
of which he has given thee a moſt -heroic 
example, and in gratitude for the fayour, 
promile to offer there a heart of ſilver, and 
- faſt 
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faſt religiouſly on the eve of his ſolemnity. 
The humble penitent complied with the 
advice; but not without the moſt arduous 
ſtruggle, as the anguiſh of her mind, and 
the bitterneſs of her tears evidently ſnewed; 
fo abſolute a maſtery had the ill habit ſhe 
had contracted, and which hitherto ſhe had 
in vain attempted to controul, uſurped over 
her: ſcarce was the prayer ended, and the 
vow offered up, when returning to her Di- 
rector with great ſurpriſe, and pious emo- 
tions of her ſoul, ſhe related to him, that 
at the foot of his altar, the Saint had on a 
fudden ſo changed her heart, that what, till 
then, the moſt delighted in, became that 
Inſtant an object of the utmoſt abhorreffee 
and deteſtation. Forthwith ſhe fulfilled 
her vow, hung up the promiſed gift, and 
bidding an eternal farewell to the pleafures 
and enjoyments of this world, withdrew 
into ſolitude, ſteadily and reſolutely de- 
voting herſelf to prayer, and the practice of 
the moſt ſevere mortification, which ſhe 
could never be prevailed upon to intermit, 
either by the fair promiſes, or threats of 
pretended friends, or too indulgent rela- 

tions. | 
Six months were ſpent in theſe holy ex- 
erciſes, when on the publication of the 
holy Jubilee, the Recluſe improved the 
„ ˙ acceptable 
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acceptable time, and embraced the happy 
opportunity of ſalvation, by preparing her- 
ſelf to repeal a general confeſſion of her 
whole life, This was performed with that 
zeal, fervour, and thorough compunction, 
that ſhe earneſtly deſired to be immediately 
diſſolved in that happy ſtate, piouſly con- 
fiding it would ſecure her the entrance into 
the joys of her Lord. Therefore, to com- 
plete the miracle and her own happineſs, 
ſhe deſired her Director would offer up a 
maſs in honour of St. Aloyſius, to beſeech 
the divine Goodneſs to grant that requeſt 
through his powerful mediation, He un- 
dertook the commiſſien, and in compliance 
with her intention, offered up the adorable 
and unbloody facrifice, at which identical 
juncture of time, ſhe in her chamber, 3 


norant of the oblation the prieſt then made, 


was pouring forth her ſoul before God in 
humble prayer, and putting up the ſame 


; petition to the throne of mercy. The ſa- 
"=. Ctifice ended, ſhe ſickened, and ſent for 


her Director, to diſpoſe her for a happy 
paſſage into eternity, Notwithſtanding 
the different opinions of her phyſicians, 
who apprehended no danger, the ſick per- 
ſon ever perſiſted to aſſert, with a pious 
confidence, that St. Aloyſius had prevail- 
ed with the divine Goodneſs to grant her 
1 requeſt, 
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nd 


requeſt, and that her end was drawi 
near, Wherefore, calling her mother a 
family together, ſhe took her Jaſt farewell, 
and humbly begged pardon of all the world, 
for the many and flagrant ſcandals ſhe had 

iven. She died a few days after, in a 
blefled tranquillity of mind, full of the 
moſt ſublime and edifying ſentiments of 
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THE 


CONSIDERATION 


OF THE 


FIFTH SUNDAY. 


St. ALOYSIUS an Example of Charity 
towards his Neighbour. 


I. HO knows not how to bear 
with the defects and failures 
of others, knows not what the virtue of 
Charity is. The Apoſtle teaches us, that 
kr NG is not only patient, but benign 

0. 

Aloyſius had learned both. He bore as 
well with the particular humours of thoſe 
he converſed with, though ever ſo oppoſite 
to his own, as with the inconveniences 
reſulting from them, and that with an ex- 
terior chearfulneſs of countenance, and an 
interior calm and tranquillity of mind. A 
diſpoſition not at all to be aſcribed to his 
temper and complexion on being natu- 
rally ſomewhat warm and haſty, as on oc- 
caſions he had ſhewn) but was entirely Ar | 

| encet 
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effect of frequent meditation, and the uſe 
he had made of his particular examen, in 
which he took that under a ſpecial and 
daily conſideration. Hence he had ſo ab- 
ſolute a command over himſelf, that even 
the very firſt motions of anger, not always 
voluntary and in our power, either could 
not te obſerved in him, or were under 
ſtricteſt ſubjection. 50 
The only way therefore to try if thy cha- 
rity is true and genuine, is to reflect and 
conſider, how thou beareſt with thy neigh- 
bour and his imperfections? how thou 
ſtandeſt affected, when injured and reviled ? 
Bring it to that teſt and ſee how it bears 
the experiment. True Charity embraces 
and takes in all in general. God alone is 
the motive, ſor which and by which it 
acts. Let Charity direct thy ſight, and 
thy Neighbours faults, which Stherwiſe 
may ſeem mountains, will-diſappear, va- 
niſh, and dwindle to nothing. Charitas 
. operit multitudinem peccatorum. 1 Pet. iv. 8. 
Charity covers a multitude. of fins. In 
fine, let this paſſive meekneſs be the rule 
by which we Judge our Charity. | 
II. Charity, like fire, is always active, 
and relieves our neighbour in his wants: 
we are affected with his ſufferings, if 
N they 
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they were our own, particularly when the 
danger or damage comes home to his ſoul. 
Aloyſius, even when a child, was re- 
markable for this compaſſionate tenderneſs 
and concern. He would, ogy ne wer, 

his high birth, mix with the ignorant an 
grofler fort of men, inſtruct them on the 
heads of Chriſtian doctrine, reprove their 
vices, and ſettle differences, diſputes, or 
diſagreements, too common among them. 
Much more did he practiſe this when at 
Rome, and in the ſociety, drawing all to 
the love of God, and the frequent and due 
ufe of the Sacraments, In reality, his oc- 
#ltonal diſcourſes and conferences on the 
] £2 ſudſects were ſo pious, accompanied 
Witt ſuch an unction, and above all, ſo 
perſuaſive and adapted to the capacity of 
thoſe he ſpoke with, that very great advan- 
tages acctued to each of them, and many 
8 means induced and encouraged 
to leave the world; and fee God and their 
falvation in a religious retirement. This 
ſhews, at leaſt, « there is no ſervant of 
God, but who may by his good example, 
ſweetneſs of manners, and edifying diſ- 
courſes, at proper times, very much pro- 
mote the honour of God, and advance the 
good of his Neighbour, e 
4; Obſerve 
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.Obſerve then, devout client of ſo zealous 
a Patron, what a profit and advantage thou 
mayeſt draw from hence. God in his 
bounty will put to thy account and credit, 
thoſe virtues thou exciteſt others to: 
Jesus CHri1sT will be delighted to ſee 
the fruit of his ſacred blood and paſſion 
conveyed to others by thy endeavours and 
edification: thy Neighbour will for all eter- 
nity ſtand indebted for his ſalvation to thy 
labours and example: wherefore, let it be 
thy care to improve each favourable occa- 
ſion of promoting his eternal welfare, and 
acquitting thyſelf of the charge mentioned 
in theſe words, and directed to thee: uni- 
cuigue mandavit deus de proximo ſus. Eccl. 
xvii. 12. He gave them commandment 
every one concerning his neighbour. | 
III. The Charity of Aloy ſius was heroic, 
ſo that he laid down his life for the love 
of his neighbours, Whilſt the plague in- 
feſted Rome, he obtained leave of his ſupe- 
riors to ſerve ſuch as were infected. A la- 
bour he embraced with ſo much alacrity, 
that the more vile the ſervice was, the 
more it ſeemed agreeable to him ; the more 
abject and abandoned the objeR, the greater 
was his care and vigilance: he meaſured 
his labour, not by his own ſtrength, but by 
the want and call of others, We may truly 


ſay, 
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ſay, he laid his life down in the diſcharge 
of ſo charitable an employ : for -having 
taken the diſtemper, the infection thereof 
ſoon put an end to his life. 
We cannot but rejoice at ſuch a death. 
It was a ſubject of comfort to the Saint, 
who being admoniſhed of the approaching 
hour, ſung out the hymn of St. Ambroſe, 
Letantes imus / Letantes imus We go re» 
joicing | We depart with jubily ! He had 
Fikcewite intelligence of the ſame from hea- 
ven, and falling into an extaſy, which laſt- 
ed a whole night, God was pleaſed to give 
him, as I may fay, a foretaſte of the plea» 
fures he was to enjoy for eternity; aſter 
which he undertook to*recommend at the 
throne of God, before whom he ſoon hoped 
to appear, the requeits and concerns of thoſe 
who ſtood about his bed, and in theſe and 
the like entertainments breathed out his 
moſt pure and undefiled ſoul into the hands 
of his Creator. 
Moriatur anima mea marte Fuſtorum. 
Numb. xxviii. 10. May my ſoul die the 
death of the juſt, Do we diſpoſe ourſelves 
for the like exit, and are our daily actions 
ſuch as deſerve that happineſs ? Reflect, that 
we now ſow the ſeed of virtue or vice, 
which growing up in life, will alleviate or 
aggravate our diſtreſs and anguiſh at our 
5 6 death ; 
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gue ſemi naverit homo, hæc & metet. Gal. 
vi. 8. What man ſows, that ſhall he reap, 


WY 


— 


Tus PRAYER, 


FF EALOUS and loving Promoter of the 
eternal welfare of ſouls, Holy Aloy- 
us, if it be true, as moſt certainly it is, 
that charity never ceaſes, and though born 
in time, is perfected in eternity, hy may 
I not, emboldened by the extenſive charity, 
which thou practiſedſt whilſt upon earth, 
preſume on thy favour and intereſt now in 
heaven. As thy moſt humble client, I be- 
ſeech thee to raiſe my confidence in ſome 
roportion to the increaſe of that ſeraphic 
Ee with which thou art now glorioufl! 
inflamed, and to obtain for me ſome ſpar 
of that pure and diſintereſted charity, 
which gave birth to all thy actions. For, 
though a Chriſtian, I am ſtill unſkilled 
how to love my neighbour, as it becomes 
a follower of Chriſt : ſtill unacquainted 
with the method and meaſure of love, in- 
forced by divine command: ſtill unex- 
perienced how to love him for Gad's ſake 
only, and more inclined to follow the dic- 
tates of nature, than the conduct and guid- 
Ance of divine grace. Vouchſafe, there- 


fore, 


Providence has placed thee, allow no more, 
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fore, to employ .thy powerful mediation, 
that I may wholly be actuated hereafter by 
no other motive, than what ſprings from a 
well-ordered charity. Vouchſafe to kindle 
in my heart that pure flame, which con- 
ſumed thine; that as thy precious and hap- 
py death was the reward of a life ſpent in 
charity, ſo the practice of the ſame virtue 
may prove my comfort and ſecurity in my 
laſt moment, on which depends a happy 
or unhappy eternity. Amen. 


The Practical Sayings of St. ALovs1us, 


I. NE VER think thy neighbour worſe than 

thyſelf; rather, on every occaſion, put 
the beſt conſiruction upon his actions. Pride 
and ſelf- eſteem corrupt and byaſs our judg- 
ment: thou wilt avoid both if thou haſt 
thy own faults before thine eyes, not thoſe 
of thy neighbour. Of thy own thou mayeſt 
be certain, of another's thou canſt not be. 


 Charitas non cogitat malum. 1 Cor. v. 13. 
Charity thinks not evil. 


II. Who neglects the ſpiritual advancement 
of his neighbour, cannot be ſaid to love God, 
as not having at heart the increaſe of his 
glory. If the ſtate and condition, in which 


at 
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at leaſt ſeek occaſions of doing honour to 
virtue, and reproving vice. 1 1 proxi- 
mum ſecundum virtutem tuam. Eccl. xxix. 
27. Recover thy neighbour according. to 
thy power. Each one ſpeaks of bis re- 
ſpective trade and profeſſion with honour, 
and declares in it's favour. Our profeſſion 
is that of a Chriſtian. Why may not we 
in like manner act and ſpeak with regard to 
virtue and vice, I mean, oppoſe the one, 
and undertake the defence of the other ? 

III. When by ſickneſs thou flandeſt, as I 
may ſay, on the confines of eternity, temporal 
concerns ſhould be banifhed from thy memory, 
and diſcourſes on indifferent ſubjefs, though 
not diſpleaſing to God, be laid aſide, or put off 
to thy recovery. WPI 

An excellent leſſon and inſtruction, and 
what ought to be practiſed by us, not only 
when we are ſick ourſelves, but alſo when 
Charity leads us to viſit ſuch as are: In 
tempore infirmitatis eſtende conver ſationem 
tuam. Eccl. xviii. 21. In time of ſickneſs 
ſhew thy converſation. 


An EXAMPLE. 


3 ANY are the inſtances, which ſhew 
St. Aloyſius's tender regard towards 
5 * mank ind 
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mankind in general; that of the corn mul. 
tiplied through his interceſſion, in favour of 
. the poor religious women, who in extremi- 
ty of want ſued to him for relief, is a par- 
ticular proof. What is ſtill more, this new 
ſupply, ſo miraculouſly obtained, laſted ma- 
ny months, and a ſmall quantity of it being 
carried into other parts, became inſtrumen- 
tal in the cure of various diſtempers. I 
will add another not leſs admirable, which 
happened at Naples inthe year 1653. 
A certain poor tradeſman there had con- 
tracted a debt of forty ſcudi, between nine 
and ten pounds ſterling money. The day of 
payment being at hand, the poor wretch, un- 
able to anſwer the demand, was overwhelm- 
ed with grief and confuſion. In this con- 
dition, and not knowing what meaſures to 
take, he chanced to paſs before a church of 
the ſociety, the very day on which the feaſt 
of St. Aloyſius was kept, The ſtatue of 
the ſaint was placed over the door. This 
ſtopped his eye, and drew his attention, 
being moved at the attractive and engaging 
modeſty of the repreſentation, and though 
ignorant even of the very name of the per- 
ſon. it repreſented, he ſpoke in the bitter 
anguiſh with which his heart was over- 
burdened (perhaps on that account excuſa- 
ble) after this manner, Hou little would.it 


of} 
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+ thee, O Saint of God, to diſcharge a debt, 


that gives me ſo great concern and -anxtety } 
* "This ſaid, he went his way, without a fin- 
gle reflection on what had thus paſled in his 
mind. The next morning going to the 
Lombard houſe, or Mons Pietatis, where 
the debt was tobe diſcharged, he meets with 
» two of his friends, well acquainted with 
v his circumſtances, who aſſured him, that a 
| young man of the Society of Jeſus had laid 
F down the money in bis name, and cancelled 
* the obligation. The poor man, in the 
| utmoſt ſurpriſe at ſo unexpected news, en- 
cfuires who, and what ſort of a perſon he 
was, that ſhewed himſelf ſo kind a bene- 
factor ? It was St. Aloyſius himſelf ;. the 
very ſame, whoſe image he had the day be- 
1 K ſeen and addrefled, as above mention- 
ed. | 
From that time he became a ſerious and- 
fervent votary of the Saint, who not only 
frequently relieved him in his poverty and 
indigence, but particularly defended his 
ſimplicity againſt the wily and deceitful ar- 
tifices of the devil. 


F 2 THE 
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CONSIDERATION 


4 


: FOR THE 
SIXTH SUNDAY. 


St. ALOYSIUS an Example of the Love 
of God. 


I. LOYSIUS, who excelled in all 
2 other virtues, was eminently con- 
ſpicuous, and truly ſeraphic in the Love of 
God. He was ſo affected and tranſported 
with this holy flame, that, when he thought 
of God, or heard others ſpeak of him, his 
countenance was on fire, hiz voice. and 
breath. ſeemed to be intercepted, and his 
treart (ſtruggling, as it were, to get out of 
its confinement) beat with violence. His 
Juperiors 6bliged him to moderate this 
heat, which exhauſted and conſumed the 
poor remains of ſtrength left in him, and 
at certain intervals to divert his mind from 
a continual meditation on his Creator. 
Aloyſius's heroic virtue never appeared in a 
ſtronget light than on this occaſion, when, 

fe | in 
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in compliance with the orders of his Supe- 
rior, he endeavoured to debar himſelf from 
all communication with God, and to with- 
draw himſelf from his chaſte and holy em- 
braces. 
This generous and noble behaviour may 
juſtly be reckoned the greateſt ornament of 
his character, as he engaged with two of 
the greateſt difficulties in a ſpiritual life : 
on one fide he was directed by obedience 
to call off his ſoul from the enjoyment of 
the object of his tendereſt affections ; on 
the other, all efforts to obey proved inef- 
fectual. Like a wrecked perſon dk 
e 


in vain with. the waves, he found ſelf 
immerſed in the divinity, the love of God, 
the more oppoſed, breaking in the more, as 
a torrent upon his ſoul.. A 
_. Unhappy man that I am! How unlike 
his are my actions]! How different my 
conduct ! Aloyfius could not ceaſe, from 
loving God, nor ſuſpend, though for ſame 
moments, the effect of that divine fire, 
which preyed upon his impaired and 
weakened. body: My ſou], on the contra- 
ry, will not meet the chaſte and amorous 
embraces of its ſpouſe with a becoming 
warmth and zeal, nor even ſpend ſome few 
moments in his converfation, towards the 
adyancement or acquilition of them, ' 
F'3 Yet, 


- 
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Yet, my God, how weighty are the 
motives I have of loving thee, how pow- 
erfu] the incentives! thy wiſdom, bounty, 
and juſtice ; thy infinite and divine per- 


fections are ſo many attractives that ought 


to engage and draw my heart to thee for 
ever; the gifts of nature, thoſe of grace, 
thou heapeſt upon me with fo liberal a 
hand, thy watchful care, and paternal ſoli- 
citude over me, the eternal bliſs, and in- 
comprehenſible reward thou haſt in ſtore, 
and referve ought to raiſe a flame in m 

breait, that would conſume and deſtroy this 


flothful tepidity which reigns in me. Num- 
quid poteſi homo abſcondere ignem in ſine ſuo, 
rov. vi. 


ut ve/timenta illius non ardeant ? 

27. Can a man hide fre in his boſom, that 

his garments burn not? | 
By no means then let the reaſons thou 


haſt of loving God be hid from thy ſight : 


let them ſhine in thy eyes by ſerious reflec- 
tion, and lead thee into the merits of the 


many obligations thou haſt of keeping this 
flame alive in thy breaſt : Ignem vent mit- 


tere in terram, & quid volo, niſi ut accenda- 
tur? Luke xii. 49. I came to caſt fire on 


the earth, and what will 1, but that it bo 


kindled ? | 


II. The goodneſs of God, which appears 


moſt remarkable in our crucified Saviour, 


Was 
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was the nouriſhment that maintained and 
increaſed this love of God in Aloyſius. If, 
our Saint was plcaſed with the thoughts, 
and contemplation of the ſacred humility, 


ſufferings, and paſſion of CHR is crucifed 


he was not leſs delighted in the proſpect 
and deſire of following an example laid 
before him by ſo admirable an inſtructor. 
He ſeemed fatished, when reviled and caſt 
off by others, and this his ſatisfaction re- 
doubled in proportion to the rudeneſs of- 
the treatment he met with, becauſe, if I 
may ſay ſo, his ambition was to copy after 
and reſemble the great Original he always 
had in view. 0 
Conſtant prayer, and meditation of hea- 
venly things had brought on a moſt vio- 
lent head-ach; he would not ſuffer an 
lenitives to be adminiſtered, rather wiſhed 
the increaſe of the pain, to ſhare, in ſome 
meaſure, the crown of thorns with his 
maſter. The memory of what our bleſſed 


Saviour underwent gave a ſeaſoning to his: 


ſufferings, which he deemed ſmall and in- 
conſiderable, becauſe they fell ſhort of 
what he contemplated in him, and far be- 
low the deſire he had formed in his own 
heart of ſuffering for him. 
Not having entered the great road of 
the Croſs, chalked out to thee by the ex- 


— ample 
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ample of Jesus CHAISH, perhaps thou 
knows not what it is to love. His ſacred 
paſſion, continually before the eyes of thy 
ſoul, will teach thee what return is due, and. 
the Croſs itfelf, what obligations we lie- 
under in. his behalf, who was crucified, and 
died upon it. Si quis non amat Dominum 
noſtrum Jeſum Chriftum, anathema fit. 
1 Cor. xvi. 22. If any man love not the 
Lord Jesvs CHRiIsT, let him be ana- 
thema. 

III. The exceſſive goodneſs CHRIST: 
ſhews in the holy Sacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt was another ſpring and. ſource of this 
love: In finem delexit eos. Joan 13. He 
has loved them to the end. It was truly 
ſuch to Aloyſius, From the firſt time he 
received this pledge of love from his divine 
ſpouſe, which was at the hands of St. 
Charles Borromeus, his care, concern, and 
endeavour, was to live as one thoroughly 
ſenſible of ſo ſingular a favour. In the 
preſence of the bleſſed Sacrament his ſoul 
melted and diſſolved into the tendereſt af- 
fections, and inſpired all about him with. 
the ſame ſentiments of devotion. Three 
whole days were employed for the due re- 
ceiving of ſo great a gueſt, and as many in 
returning thanks for ſo kind a viſit, ſo ex- 
ceſſiye a bounty, When he received, he 

| . . Shs! Yip a Was 
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was ſo weakened and ſpent by the abund- 
ance of tears he ſhed on the occaſion, and 
ſo exhauſted with the impreffions which 
the love of God made on ſo tender a breaſt, 
that overpowered, as I may ſay, by Majeſ- 
ty, he was unable to ſupport himfelf under 
the afluence and profuſion of heavenly 
favours imparted to him. 

If there is the leaſt ſpark of divine love 
in our hearts, it muſt blaze out, when God 
himſelf, the object of our affections, viſits 
us in perſon, and gives us a banquet of his 
own moſt ſacred body and blood. It is a 
miſtake to imagine we love God, if we do 
not frequent his holy Table. Who would. 
fly from the perſon he loves, eſpecially if 
called and invited in a preſſing manner? 
Jesus Cnri1sT does this in the Euchariſt. - 
The ſpouſe of our ſoul calls aloud and in- 
treats us to come. - Comedite amici, & ine- 
briamini chariſſimi. Cant. 5. Eat ye, my 
friends, and be inebriated, my deareſt. 

Nor ought you to come to this banquet 
unattended. Bring with you an inflamed: 
Charity, a lively Faith, a firm Hope, and 
an humble Contrition. This is the reti- 
nue that ſhould accompany you, and what 
at all times will make you welcome, If 
you have not theſe diſpoſitions, aſk. him, 
who honours you with his preſence, your 

requeſt 
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requeſt will not be rejected. Hear the 


Pſalmiſt. Accedite ad eum & illuminamini, 


Pf. xxxiii. 6. Approach him and be illu- 
minated. 


pe —_— 


Tux PRAYER. 


LY Youth, example of divine 

Love, Aloyſius, how ſingular is thy 
happineſs, who livedſt not, but for the love 
of thy heavenly Spouſe, and in his chaſte - 
embraces ! To whom more properly can 1 
recommend my frozen and ſtony heart? 
Oh] may my ſoul receive ſome: heat and 
influence from that ſacred fire, which in- 
flamed and conſumed thine. May it hence- 
forth know, and ever love God its chief, 
its only good. I confeſs, with confuſion, 
J have been defective in this part of my 
duty, and though often warned by the 2 \ 
reproaches of conſcience, and . admoniſhed . 
by the render invitations of fo loving a 
ſpouſe, have ever been diſobedient ; have - 
refuſed to place my affections on God, my 
Creator and Redeemer ;. and at the ſame - 
time in a prodigal manner ſquandered them - 
away on vile and contemptible creatures. 
] acknowledge and lament my fault, my 
jolly, and blindneſs. Thou, bleſſed Aloy-» 


ſus, 
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ſius, by that ſeraphic love which conſumed 
thy heart, and which thou endeavouredſt 
to inſtill into others, obtain for me this 
favour and mercy, that I may ever live in 
the love and grace of God, and die in the 
ſame, Amen. | | 


— — — 


The Practical Sayings of St. ALovs1vs. 


I. VHOEHER begins to taſte how 
nn" ſweet it is to love and ſerve God, can 
never be withdrawn from his love and ſervice, 
. but by force and violence. That you may 
| 2 begin to experience this truth, 
have a ſet and fixed number of acts of the 
love of God, that may be repeated and difſ- 
charged at the holy. Sacrifice of Maſs, when 
you viſit the moſt bleſſed Sacrament, and 
on other like occaſions. One act only of 
that nature ſuffices to reinſtate you in the 
favour and friendſhip of your Creator, Qui 
diligit me, diligetur a Patre meo. Joan. xiv, 
21. He that loveth me ſhall be loved by 
Il. 4 defire of loving God as much as ſo 

. amiable. a Being deſerves, and is worthy of 
our tenderęſt affection ; as alſo, a grief and 
concern that he is not thus loved by us, is a fign 
and token that we really love him, If at any 
1 time 


= 
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time we begin to be cool and tepid in this 
Holy exerciſe, defire at leaſt to love him, 
and be concerned, that, according to your 
deſire; you love him not. Deſiderium cordis 
ejus tribuiſti ei. Pſ. xx. 4. Thou haſt given 
him the deſire of his heart. 

III. He does not truly love God, who is not 
toilling and deſirous to ſuffer great things fer 
N Rejoice, e af ng; Ar 
viſits. you with ſome croſs or afflition, 


when he ſends you difficult trials, and 


when even this very ſervice becomes tedious 
and burthenſome to you. It is thus he 


ſhews his love, tries and perfects your's. 


Tentat vos Dominus Deus veſter, ut palam 
fiat utrum diligatis eum an non. Deut. xiii. 
3. For the Lord your God tempteth you, 
that it may appear whether you love him 
Or no. | 4 


An EXAMPLE. 


Tk prodigy wrought by the interceſſion 
1 of St. Aloyſius, in favour. of Joſeph 
. $penelli, of the Society of Jesus, then a 
ſtudent at Palermo, in the year 1634, is 
„very remarkable, and not leſs inſtructive. 

6 This young. Religious was firſt ſeized 
with a dbarp and violent humour, agcom- 
12 panied 


n 


. 


THE SIXTH SUNDAY. 73 


panied with dreadful ſwoonings; a pally, 
which utterly bereaved him of his ſpeech, 
| followed; and the pains and torture under 
which he laboured, were ſo exceſſive, that 
all application of remedies being of no 
force or effect, there appeared very little 
hopes, if any, of his life. | 
The poor paralytic, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, and now almoſt in his agony, has 
recourſe to St. Aloyſius, to whom he had al- 
ways been a particular votary, and obliges 
himſelf by vow to faſt on the eve of the 
ſolemnity, ſacred to his honour. In that 
very inſtant he found his heart inflamed 
with a fervent and pious defire of devoting 
| himſelf wholly and without reſerve to the 
entire obedience of his divine maſter. 'The 
impreſſion was fo ſtrong and lively, that he 
doubted not, but it came through the 
hands of the Saint, by whoſe mediation he 
confided, he ſhould ſoon be raiſed from his 
po infirmity, and carried to a more 
ublime degree of religious perfection. 
Next night, as his mind was whol 
taken up in theſe thoughts and deſires 
Aloyſius, in company of the venerable 
Brother John Berkman (who ſome yeats 
before died in the Roman college, in the 
opinion and odour of Sanctity) appeared. 
to him. He exhorts his Client to a full 
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compliance with the obligations juſt before 
entered upon, and gwing him aſſur - 
ances of a ſpeedy recovery, ſpoke in this 
manner: Chear up and be ſtrengthened; 
for you have a long journey to make. 
Theſe words, and the particulars of what 
had happened, the religious man gave in 
writing immediately to his Ghoſtly Fa- 
ther. 

The night after, the ſame "heavenly 
gueſts favouring him with a ſecond viſit, 
St. Aloyſius addreſſed his Patient in theſe 
comfortable words: Joſeph, God is now 

_ pleaſed to reſtore you to your ſpeech. It 
is through my interceſſion this favour is 
granted 3 without that, by a juſt judgment 
'of God, you were dumb for life. Where- 
fore, in compliance to his holy Will, con- 
ſecrate your tongue to his glory, and be 
"careful you uſe it not to his offence. Let 
E. corporal cure and ſpiritual perfection 
be dated and commence from this moment. 
„Advance daily in the paths of Sanctity, and 
+ new your reſolution of continually aim- 
72 


=t the height of it. That the difficul- 
=nd hardſhips you muſt encounter, may 


— 
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not diſcourage you, I will be your guide and 
; . leader 4* 


* 


Then refreſhing his memory as to the 
voy he had made in his honour, he 1 
115 : 
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aſked him, if he was willing in like man- 
ner to oblige himſelf to give a quarter of 
an hour to prayer every day, and half an 
hour, when he received the moſt bleſſed 
Sacrament? I am moſt willing, ſays the 


infirm perſon, and may God' accept and 


ratify this my deed. The Saint then dipped 
his finger in a box of ointment, which he 
had in his hand, and therewith forming the 


ſign of the croſs on the ſick man's tongue, | 


diſappeared. The good Religious coming 
to himſelf, found his ſpeech perfectly re- 


covered, and in token of his acknowledge- 


ment, returned bis moſt humble thanks to 


his benefactor with ſuch a voice, and ſo 
diſtinctly, that all preſent, in ſurpriſe, glo- 


rified God, who, by the interceſſion of his 

Saint, had wrought ſo wonderful a cure. 
His ſpeech was indeed reſtored ; but the 

effects of his palſy not entirely removed. 


The night that fell between the 16t-h and 


17th of February, was the time Providence 
had appointed for that effect. That night 
in a dream he imagined he ſaw the ſame 


molt bleſſed Saint, accompanied, asbefore, 


by Brother Berkman, come up and ſtand 
by his bed fide. Gratitude for ſo ſignal a 
favour, and a due return of thanks to ſo 


obliging a benefactor were his firſt care and 


concern. That is very juſt and reaſonable, 
5 „ replies 


a 
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replies the Saint; but not my preſent bu- 
ſinefs. There is nothing I have ſo much 
at heart, as your ſanctification. Let that 
be your endeavour, ſtudy, and concern: 
God, who will require great things at your 
hands, has that in view. I will alſo add 
one thing more: are you deſirous of puttin 
88 under my guidance and direction! 
am, ſays the ſick man, deſirous; there is 


nothing I ſo much covet or wiſh for. Then 


ſaid the Saint, be of good heart; I will lead 
you by the hand, ſhew you the way, and 
direct your footſteps: but firſt, that the 
memory of the favour you have already 
received through my hands, may be perpe- 
tual, you ſhall henceforth take my name, 
and be called Aloyſius : Secondly, will you 
oblige yourſelſ by vow, to make the ſpiri- 
tual. retreat or exerciſe of St. Ignatius, 
during the ſpace of a whole month ? Moſt 
willingly, anſwered he, and accordingly I 
accept the obligation. ' hen St, Aloyſius 
anointed his left leg and thigh, the parts 


affected with the palſy, pronouncing theſe 
words, May God give thee power and 


ſtrength to walk, and may it be to eternal 
life, | 
Whilſt Brother Berkman wiped off the 
ointment, St. Aloyſius turning to the ſick 
man, and calling him by his new-acquired 
e name, 
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name, Aloyſius, ſays he, you are now 
healed; have you any further requeſt to 
make? The new Aloyſius anſwered, that 
he begged alſo the health of his ſoul. Your 
requeſt, rejoins the Saint, is agreeable to 
me, and ſhall be granted: be it then your 
chief care and concern to attend to your 
own perfection. After this he awoke, and 
being perfectly recovered, left his bed 


Three moſt experienced Phyſicians, who 


had attended him, gave their evidence in 
favour of the miracle. ©, 
Not long after, Joſeph: Spinelli, now 
Aloyſius, having obtained of his Supeffiors 
the miſſion of the Indies, undertook! the 
long voyage; foretold by the Sainty to che 
Philippine Iſlands, where he ſpent achb 
and laborious life, in the converſion; of: 
Inhdels. © 1282 10 165721 Bla 
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THE 


CONSIDERATION 

For the Feaſt of St. Aloyſius, 
His Glory in Heaven. 

I. TNNOCENCE is the firſt and beſt 


, title to glory, beat! immaculati in via. 
Pſ. 118. Bleſſed are the immaculate in the 
way. This is the virtue, by which man 
ſhews his fidelity to God, the author of all 
Sanity, by which he worſhips his Re- 
deemer in the beſt manner, and deſerves an 

eternal recompence from his Maker, the 
fountain and giver of glory. The royal Pſal- 
miſt aſks, Puts 2 in montem Domini, 
aut quis flabit in loco ſancto ejus? Who ſhall 
aſcend into the mount of our Lord? Or, 
Who ſhall ſtand in his holy place? and 


anſwers immediately, Innocens manibus et 


mundo corde. Pſ. 23. The innocent of 


hands, and of clean heart. By the Hands 


we underſtand the Actions; by the Heart 
the Affections and Motions of the Soul. 
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When you have ſufficiently £9! 
both the one and the other in St: 
I mean the innocence of He A&l&n ànd 
purity of his Affections) paſs on and form 
a judgment how ſublime his glory muſt be, 
whoſe life was ſo innocent, and mind fo 
exalted. His Actions were ever free from the 
leaſt deliberate venial fin ; his Afections, 
and each motion of his heart, from the very 
firſt uſe of reaſon, centred wholly in God, 
and almoſt without interruption were raiſed 
to him. What is ſtill more remarkable, 
the Congregation of the Rota'declafes in 
expreſs terms, that there was a clear evidence 
of the Sanctity of Aloyſius, even from his In- 
fancy, eee gifts of God, where 
the lite had never been brought befor be 
ſacred Tribunal of the Rota, concerning any 
other ſaint. NT” 
An authority of the greateſt voy and 
moment! Singular then muſt that glory be, 
which he enjoys in heaven. A glory with- 
out doubt proportioned no leſs to the me- 
rits, innocence, and' integrity of his life, 
than to the munificence and bounty of God, 
otherwiſe of his own nature, ſo liberal of 

8 his 
* Conflare de Angelici Alexſi ſanctitate etiam per viam 
Innocent iæ et cum donis Dei fingularibus, que de nale 
alio ad ſacrum Rotæ tribunal fuerant prolata, Ex 7 
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his favour, Rejoice with the Saint upon 
that account. You, O bleſſed Servant of 
God | are that happy perſon, who, with ſo 
good reaſon and juſtice, may apply to your- 


ſelf thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt; Me autem 


propter innocentiam ſuſcepiſti et confirmaſti me 

in compectu tuo in æternum. Pf, 40. But me 
thou haſt received on account of my inno- 
cence, and confirmed me in thy ſight for 
ever, Happy they, who have ever preſerved 
the ſpotleſs robe of innocence undefiled, 
and their allegiance to God their Creator 
without blemiſh ! If of this happy number, 
be thankful to a ſuperior Providence, that 
bes Matched over you, and miſtruſt your 
| own ſtrcagih, which, not ſupported from 
 aboye,, muil,ineyitably fail ; but if, on the 
contrary, you have forfeited your inno- 
cence and the due obedience you owe to 
y 6 CEFAtRra, let never- ceaſing tears waſh 
che Hain, | TOE 3 
1s the only reme 


II. A true repentance is t 
far innocence. Without that there is 


o Hopes of eternal glory. The innocence! 
which. Aloyſius 5 even to his la 


ihcation and continual penance. If God 
does not ſuffer the leaſt thing done for his 
fake to go unrewarded, moſt bleſſed Saint, 
what muſt thy recompence be, for the un- 

TS interrupted 


* 
> as attended with wonderful mor- 
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interrupted practice of ſo many auſterities 
to his honour, from thy earlieſt years? Such 
were his frequent diſciplines to blood, his 
watching whole nights in prayer and con- 
templation, his faſts, and other moſt rigo- 
rous mortifications. In the midſt of world- 
ly delights, and the noiſe and ſplendor 
of a court, following the footſteps of the 
molt retired and mortified Anchorets in the 
deſert, and going before or equalling them 
in the innocency and integrity of his life. 
The motives that ſhould influence us in 
theſe practices, are the ſame now as they 
then were, and ought to make an equal 
impreſſion on our mind. Conſider how 
immenſe is the number of your fins; re- 
flect how great the reward of your ſuffer- 
ings, how ſmall the labour. Your reward 
is eternal, you labour only momentary 
momentaneum et leve tribulationis naſtræ 
eternum gloria fondus operatur in nobis. 
2 Cor. iv. 17. For that our tribulation, 
which is momentary and light, worketh 
above meaſute an eternal weight of glory 

in us. . | . 
III. The meaſure of our glory in hea- 
ven is proportioned to our love of God up- 
on earth. As this is here, our recompence 
will be hereafter. This love is the ſoul of 
our good actions, and imparts life and 
e beauty 
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beauty to them : God opens the riches of 
his treaſure, and pours them forth with 
munificence on ſuch as love him : ut ditem 
diligentes me. Prov. viii. 21, That I may 
enrich thoſe who love me. 

Singularly great was the love of God in 
the breaſt of Aloyſius, he may truly ſay, 
it had no other bounds than thoſe of his 
life. It began with the firſt dawn of rea- 
fon, and always upon the increaſe, only 
ended with his laſt breath. So intenſe and 


_ fervent at the ſame time, that he was him- 


felf the real holocauſt of this love, and con- 


ſumed in the odour of its ſweetneſs. To 


this he ſacrificed all the motions of his heart 


and mind: worldly pomp and grandeur, 


the delights and pleaſures of youth, the af- 
fluence, riches, and principality, to which 
he was born; were the victims he continu- 
ally offered. Ye: 

| 1 I am no ways ſurpriſed, when 
I hear the exclamation of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen de Pazzis, who in an extaſy contemp- 
lating his glory in heaven, cries out with 
admiration : Oh! how great glory does _ 

us, ſon of Ignatius, poſſeſs ! I never cou 

Aa, 6 if *. 6 s of the 


fame, by the favour of my 5 n heaven 


he poſſeſſes God in the fulneſs of love, as on 
earth he loved him to the full extent of his 


power. 
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ower.* Contemplate the ſplendor of this 

is glory, and reſolve to love God, not 
as hitherto, with tepidity and coldneſs, but, 
according to the pattern and model given 
by St. Aloyſius, with zeal, with conſtan- 
cy; not in words only, but in thy actions 
and ſanctity of thy life. In omni virtute tua 
dilige eum, qui te fecit. Ecel. ch. 7. love 
him who made thee, in all thy ſtrength. 


Tu PRAYER. 


| OST diſtinguiſhed Patron, Aloyſius, 
I congratulate thee from my ſoul, 
on account of the ſublime pre-eminence of 
glory thou poſſeſſeſt in heaven, thy portion 
and inheritance for eternity. Bleſſed -be 
the moſt high and moſt holy Trinity, who 
raiſed thee to ſo exalted a ſtation, -andawho 
is'well pleaſed in thy ſoul, adorned with fo 
many beauties of innocence, penance, and 
charity. Look down -on one who preſumes 
to hope, through thy patronage, - for: thoſe 

bdleſſings 


O guantom glor iam pe ſſidet Aloyſius, Igaatii folius ! 
numguam ſane id credidiſſem, niſi meu: — 20% 
FJeſas ] O quantum amavit in terris ? guapropter nunc in 
celo poſſider Deum in ſumma plenitudine amori s. 


In vita Santa Magd: de Paxxit. 
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bleſſings he ſtands in need of: ſtretch forth 
thy helping hand to thy poor client, that 
now at laſt he may begin a life worthy a 
Chriſtian, worthy a follower of thy illuſ- 
trious example, and ſacrifice all to the love 
and friendſhip of his Creator. By this 


means alone can I hope one day to partake 


of thy glory in heaven: in. which enjoy- 
ment, what thanks and gratitude ſhall I 
not return my moſt beloved Patron, who 
has excited me by his example, and carried 
me by his prayers and ſuffrages to the ob- 
taining of that ſtate of eternal happineſs ? 
This my hope is laid up in my boſom. Amen. 


ä 


* — 


The Practical Sayings of St. ALoys1vs. 


I. TH E Saints rejoice to ſee men imitate 


their virtues. Wherefore, if you de- 
fire to gain any one in particular, let his ex- 
ample, who Funde and excelled in it, be 
your copy and pattern be will fill rejoice to 


Tee the ſame followed by his Clients. There 


is no virtue, of which you will not find a 
ſample in the life of Aloyſius. Of the ma- 
ny, propoſe now one, now another for your 
imitation, and that you may ſucceed in 
your endeavour, implore his 8 

| wnole 


* * 
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whoſe aid, in ſuch a cauſe eſpecially, you 
may certainly rely upon. We cannot ſhew. 
greater honour to-the ſaints, who ſhine like 
the Sun in the firmament, than to conceive 
in our minds a deſire of a better life from 
the bright rays and influence of their ex- 
ample. Homo Sanctus in ſapientia ſua ma- 
net, ſicut Sol. Prov. xvii. 22. A holy man 
continueth in wiſdom, like the Sun, 

IT. Approve yourſelf to God by your ac- 
tions, 1 fag favour or applanſe 
of man, which at beſt is no more than a thief, 
that lies in wait for the treaſure of our merits. 

If you would perſevere in what you have 
happily begun, ſeeking only to pleaſe God, 
let it ſuffice that your actions are agreeable 
to him. Mibi adbærere Deo bonum #/t, et 
peners in Domino Deo ſpem meam. Pl. 72. 

t is good for me to cleave unto God, and 
to put my truſt in the Lord God. 

III. 1t 7s a greater comfort to leave riches 
and honour for God's ſake, than to acquire 
them with care and ſolicitude. A wiſe man 
would rather cho:ſe to diſengage from, and 
diſburthen bimſelf of, thoſe he enjoys, than be 
entangled and charged with new acquiſitions, 
Happy you! if you have reached this degree 
of heavenly wiſdom, to look on honours as 
burthens, and riches as ſo many letts and 


hindrances in the way of Salvati That 
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you may attain this knowledge, learn to 
Judge of things, not by the eſteent and opi- 
nion men have of them, but as they are 
in themſelves. Unhappy perſons! Beatum 


atxerunt populum, cui hæc ſunt : they have 


pronounced the people happy, who have 
theſe things; but they have injured truth; 
Beatus populus cujus Dominus Deus ejus. 
Pſ. cxliti. 15. Blefled are the people, whoſe 
God is the Lord, 


Le dd. ⏑—— Q 


AN EXAMPLE, 
THE Life or Hiſtory of Wolfgang, of 


| Aſch, (a perſon no leſs renowned for 
the nobility of his birth, than valuable for 


his zeal and gratitude towards his peculiar | 


Patron and Protector, St. Aloyſius) is ſur- 
priſing and pleaſant, on account of the 
many prodigies and wonders that ſhine in 
it, | 

This young gentleman, when in his 
lower ſtudies at Munich, in Bavaria, was 
ſeized with a weakneſs in his eyes, which 
in a {mall time brought on a total blind- 
neſs ; but anointing the part thus affected, 
three ſeveral times with ſome oil he had 


procured from the lamp whick burnt be- 
fore 


9 


fore a ſtatue of the Saint, he recovered his 
ſight. | 

From his former indiſpoſition he had 
contracted ſuch violent head-achs, that his 
memory being wholly impaired, he was 
incapable of retaining the leaft thing he 
he had learned. Through the interceſ- 
ſion of his bene factor he regained this alſo, 
and in ſo perfect a degree, that in a ſmall 
time he got by rote, the entire life of the 
Saint, compriſed in two conſiderable vo- 
lumns, by Father Ceparius. 

Being grown up, Re was advanced to 
the dignity of Prieſthood, and was ſucceſ- 
ſively appointed Chancellor to the Biſhops 
of Frizengen and Ratiſbon. Whilſt in 
this employ, he built two chapels in honour 
of his beneficent Patron. Nor did his 
devotionseft there. He three ſeveral times 
undertook-on foot, a Pilgrimage to Rome, 
that ſo he might with the greateſt fexvour 
pay his homage at the ſacred ſhrine of his 
moſt glorious Protector. 

His piety went not unrewarded ; for being 
upon his way over the Alps, that lie near 
Trent, and falling into company with a per- 
{on of a different perſuaſion in matters of re- 

ligion, and of a heart and manners equally 
| Corrupted, it is not caſy to conceive how 
much one of Wolfgang's diſpolition muſt 

| H2 have 
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have ſuffered from the impertinent rallery 
and abominable obſcenity of ſo vile a com- 
panion, Not being able any other way 
to diſengage himſelf from his importunity, 
he has recourſe to his moſt chaſte Patron 
and Protector, who ſoon comes to his aſ- 
ſiſtance. The odious jeerer, ſtruck, as it 
were, by an unſeen hand, falls from his 
horſe, and wounded in the foot by bis own 
iword, is incapable of continuing his jour- 
ney, or giving any further moleſtation. 
Greater ſtill was the danger he ſoon af- 
ter encountered; for purſuing his journey 
contrary to his uſual cuſtom, on horſeback, 
without guide or companion, he was on a 
ſudden ſurrounded by fix banditties, who vi- 
olently rob him of what ſmall effects he had. 
Having loſt all but his life and his ſpeech, 
he calls on Aloyſius with a trembling voice, 
when a paſienger, unknown, inſtantly ap- 
peared: Wolfgang eaſily diſcovered in him 
ſomething more than mortal. The traveller 
ſeeming to be a perſon of grave deport- 
ment, put on a frown, and addreſſed the 
robbers with this ſhort, but efficacious 
queſtion, Did they reflect they were Chriſ- 
tians? At theſe words, all fix, frighted as 
they were, flung down their booty, made 
off in all haſte, and flew into the thickeſt 
part of the neighbouring wood whence 
they 
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they came. The traveller (for ſuch he ap- 
peared) continued viſible, and accompanied 
Wolfgang the reſt of his journey to Rome. 
Another time Aloyſius appeared to Wolf- 
ang, and acquainted him, that one of his 
tb was a thief; he adviſed him to diſ- 
charge the man immediately from his houſe, 
for his brother was in queſt of him, to de- 
liver him to juſtice, on aceount of a conſi- 
derable theft, for which he would be con- 
demned to death. The event ſhewed the 
truth of the prophecy. 

What I am now going to relate is more 
worthy our attention and obſervation, 
Whilſt the Swedes laid all Germany waſte, 
Wolfgang was taken priſoner, and carried 
as a hoſtage from Landſhut, the place of 
his birth, to Auſbourg. In his confine- 
ment there, he contracted ſuch a bad habit 
of body, that deſtitute of all ſenſe and mo- 
tion, his life was deſpaired of. In this con- 
dition St. Aloyſius makes him a viſit, and 
ſtanding by his bedſide, ſeemed to ſtrew it 
with flowers and roſes of the ſweeteſt odour. 
At the ſight of his moſt beloved Patron, 
the ſick man revives, engages himſclf anew 
to the Saint by vow, and finds the violence 
of his diſtemper much abated, He reco- 
vered ſoon after to the great ſurpriſe and 
amazement of his AE who, though 


3 * 
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a profeſſed enemy to Catholic Religion, 
could not but acknowledge and atteſt the 
evidence of the miracle. : 
Wolfgang ordered theſe prodigies to be 
engraven in plates of filver and braſs, and 
to be hung up at the Saint's ſhrine; in the 
cloſe of which, after a due examination, he 
adds theſe words: J profeſs and ſwear, in 
the preſence of God, the whole Court of Hea- 
den, and the Holy Church, that the above- 
mentioned Facts are not only moſt true, but 
| that I could alſo join many more benefits and 
favours, which I willingly paſs over, received 
from God, through the interceſſion of St. 
Aloyſius, | | 


- 
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AN HUMBLE 


PMA FW 


To be ſaid after fix Pater and Aves, and 
Gloria Patri. | 


NGELICAL Youth, moſt loving Pro- 
> tector, and powerful Advocate, Aloyſius! 
As thy moſt unworthy fervant and Client, 
yet ſenſible of the favour thou enjoyeſt with 
God, the juſt reward of thy merit, I hum- 
bly proſtrate myſe!f before the throne of thy 
glory. I rejoice from my ſoul, not only for 
the renown of thy name, illuſtrious upon 
earth by frequent and glorious prodigies ; 
but alſo am overjoyed for the ſublime pre- 
eminence with which God has been pleaſed 
to crown thy virtues in heaven. Praiſe and 
glory be to the moſt ſacred Trinity, u ho 
embelliſhed thy ſoul with a moſt admirable 
innocence, and with ſo many moſt heroic 
virtues, Bleſſed be the eternal Father! wo 
is well pleaſed in thee, his adoptive Child, 
adorned with ſo ſingular prerogatives. 
Bleffed be God the Son! who ſees in * 
$95 0 
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ſo pure and ſo abundant fruit of his pre- 
cious blood and paſſion. Bleſſed be the 
Holy Ghoſt! who reſided in thee-after a 
pirticular manner, and inflamed thy heart 
with an ardent Love and Charity, By 
theſe ſo ſingular favours, by thy innocence . 
and penance equally admirable; by that 
love of God which burnt in thy breaſt and 
his, towards thee : In fine, by the unſpeak- 
able bliſs and happineſ thou enjoyeſt in 
heaven, give me leave in a ſuppliant man- 
ner, to intreat thy goodneſs to obtain for 
me a true contrition and repentance, an 
undefiled purity of heart, and a conſcience 
free from ſin and all offence to God. Be 
thou ever preſent to me, protect and defend 
me as well in life as in death, when my 
weakneſs wil! ſtand moſt in need of, and 
call for thy powerful aſſiſtance. 

Let me alſo, my dear and indulgent Pa- 
tron, moſt earneſtly - beg the particular 
Grace of N. N. which 1 confidently hope 
to obtain, through thy holy interceſſion. 


O Queen of Heaven! V * Mother | 


who ſo much lovedſt Aloyſius, intercede 
with thy only begotten Son, that under thy 
patronage ſome weight may be added to 
my poor and unworthy prayers : grant this 
my requeſt, founded not on my own, which 


| are none, but the merits of St. Aloyſius. 


O moſt 


Th HYMN. 93 


O moſt holy Virgin! may all know and 
be ſenſible, that thou wouldſt have Aloyſius 
honoured and reſpected, and that, as a true 
Mother, thou embraceſt ſuch as have re- 
courſe to his protection and patronage. 
May tke number of the Faithful, who ho- 
nour thee,. O Queen of Angels, and the 
angelical Aloyſius here on earth, be daily 
increaſed, and they yet more praiſe and 
glorify you both in Heaven for all eternity. 
Amen, 17. 
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WHO Grandeur ſcorn'd, and Courts 
| deſpis'd, 
His ſpotleſs mind above to raiſe, 

Who ev'ry riſing thought chaſtis'd; - 
"Tis ALoys1vus claims our lays. 

Born by the Sacred Virgin's aid, . 
Soon as his eyes the light cou'd view, 

His Soul the Heir of Heav'n was made, 
By the regenerating Dew. 

His infant words, the firſt he frames, 
He utters with a trembling voice; 

JesuUs and MAR, hallow'd names, d 
Dwell on his lips, and ſpeak his choice, 
| Charm'd 
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Charm'd with the Deity alone, 
Terreftrial Purſuits he forſakes, 
And ere yet half to manhood grown ; 
His Virgin Vows to Mary makes. 
So faithful to internal light, 
Or an incarnate Angel he, 
The tenor of his life ſo bright, 
Or Soul unbody'd ſeems to be. 
No Titles him, nor Honours move, 
No wordly Charms his mind allure, . 
The: Ties of Blood but ſerve to prove 
His Heart on ev'ry fide ſecure, 
Enamour'd with celeſtial Joys, 
Let Pride and Wealth my Choice with- 
ſtand, 
I ſcorn their Gifts, they are but Toys, 
He ſaid, and joins Loyola's band. 
To gain Perfection's utmoſt Height 
| He tries (nor was his Trial vain) 
Of Sanity a modet bright 
He ſtands, and Mirror clear of ſtain. 
To JEsv's venerable Name 
May endleſs Love and Praiſe accrue; 
To all the Trinity the ſame, 
To ALoys1us Honour due, 


Ant. Well done, thou good and faithfnl 
Servant | Becauſe thou haſt been faithful 
over few things, I will place thee over 
many. Enter into the Joy of thy Lord. 

F. The 
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V. The Lord has guided the juſt man 
through right ways. 


R. And has ſhewed to him the Kingdom 
of God. 


Let us pray. 


| GOD, the diſtributor of heavenly 
Gifts, who didſt join in the Angelical 
Youth, Aloyſius, wonderful Innocence of 
Life, with an equal Severity of Penance; 
grant through his Merits and Prayers, that 
we, who have not followed the Example of 
his Innocence, may imitate his Practice of 


Penance, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Amen. ; 


— N 
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A PRAYER, 


96 St. Arovstus the Patron 
\ A 


PRAYER; 


In which a devout Perfon puts himſelf under 
the Patronage of Saint ALOYSIUS. 


N NGELICAL Youth, Aloyſius, by 
the particular appointment of God's 
Vicar upon Earth, Patron of thoſe who ap- 
ply to Studies! Thou who haſt illuſtrated 
the Church by a holy contempt of an 
earthly Principality, but more by the inno- 
cence of thy manners, ſanctity of thy life, 
and glory of miracles, allow me from this 
_ chuſe and adopt the Patron and: Pro- 
tector of my Life and Studies, firmly re- 


ſolved to follow the example and pattern 


as well of Piety as of Induſtry, thou haſt 
put before me. For the love thou hadſt for 
CHRIST crucified, and his moſt bleſſed 
Mother, receive me as thy Client and obe- 
dient Servant; aid and aſſiſt me in the 
purſuit of Virtue and Learning; nouriſh 
and increaſe in me a Purity of Body and 
Mind ; turn off the ſnares laid againſt my 
Chaſtity; ward and defend me againſt the 

dangers 
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dangers of the world; inſpire my- heart 


with a true and filial confidence in the ever 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, the mother of good 
Counſel ; govern and direct me in my 
choice of a ſtate of life, and let the grace of 
God be my perpetual Defence againſt all 
mortal Sin ; that as thou always livedſt in 
a purity and integrity truly angelical, ſo aſ- 
ſiſted by thy Patronage, and aided by the 
Grace of God, I may livechaſtly and holily 
in this world, and deſerve to be aſſociated 
with thee, and joined to the company of 
the Angels in heaven, Amen. 


I . Td 
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Patron of young Students, and Mirror of 
all Virtues. 


Particularly adapted to obtain the Seven 
principal Virtues for which he was 
remarkable. 


— C — —ũ 
AT MATINS. 
J. Thou, O Lord, wilt open my lips: 
R. And my mouth ſhall declare thy 
praiſe. | | 
J. Incline unto my aid, O God! 
R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 


V. Glory be to the Father, tc. 
R. As it was in the Beginning, c. 
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THE HYMN. 


HE ſpotleſs Lambs, in fleece of ſnow, 
And all their beauty dreſt, 
But faintly, Aloyſius ſhew, 

The candour of thy breaſt. 
Unblemiſh'd Saint ! divinely fair, 
By Grace and Virtue made; 
That we thy Innocence may ſhare, 

Employ thy pious aid. 


Ant. But me thou haſt received on ac- 
count of my Innocency, and thou haſt con- 
firmed me in thy ſight for ever. | 

J. Who ſhall aſcend into the Mount of 
our Lord? | 

R. He that has innocent Hands and a 
clean Heart. | 


Let us Pray, 


LORD GOD, the lover of chaſte. 

; O Souls, who withdrawing bleſſed 
Aloyſius in the flower of his youth, from 
the allurements of this world, didſt call him 
to the Society of thy Son JesUs CHRIST, 
and didſt favour him with a particular 
Grace to ſerve thee in angelical Purity; 
grant that under his Patronage we may 
oy I 2 imitate 
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imitate his Purity of body and ſoul, and 
partake of the ſame glory in Heaven, 
through JesUs CHRIS our Lord. Amen. 


—_—_—— 
tt. 


AT LAUDS. 


J. Incline unto my aid, O God: 

R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 

J. Glory be to the Father, &c. 
K. As it was in the Beginning, Cc. 


THE HYMN. 
[5 a celeſtial Lilly white, 
1 


Gonzaga doſt thou riſe; 

ke a terreſtrial Angel bright, 

Thou chaſtly charm'ſt our eyes. 
May | from Guilt and Blemiſh free, 

Each undue thought repel; 

May all my Life an effort be 
In Chaſtity t' excel. 

Ant. O how beautiful is the chaſte ge- 
neration with glory! for the memory there- 
of is immortal, becauſe it is known both 
with God and with man, and it triumpheth 
crowned for ever. LS 


W. 
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Let us Pray. 


0 Lord God! the Lover of chaſte, 
&c. 99. 


8 W 


— — 


AT PRIME. 


V. Incline unto my aid, O God! 
R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 
J. Glory be to the Father, &c. 

R. As it was in the Beginning, &c, 


THE HYMN, 
VOR joints, with briſtly garments 
fore, | 


onzaga, cloſe you tie ; 
Your livid limbs with plenteous gore, 
Unmercifully die. 
May thy example truly great, 
Our emulation fire; 
And thy Protection e'er rebate 
Each ſenſitive deſire. 


Ant. Lhey that are CHRIST 's have cru- 
cific d their fleſh with the vices and luſts. 
JV. Our Lord haſt loved him and adorn» 


I 3 R. He 
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R. He hath clothed him with a gar- 
ment of Glory. 


K 


Let us Pray. 


O Lord God | the Lover of chaſte, 
Sc. 99. 


8 


AT TIERCE. 


V. Incline unto my aid, O God! 
R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 
V. Glory be to the Father, &c, 
R. As it was in the beginning, Cc. 


THE HYMN. 
HAT's Pow'r, what's Wealth, 


what's Scepter's Sway, 
Say'ſt thou? Why ſeek I toys; 
They're ſhadows all, they fleet away 

Give me eternal Joys. 
Thou Youth, thus eminently wiſe, 

Teach us what's vain to ſcorn, 
Immortal Goods alone to prize, 

With Truth our minds adorn. 


Aut. This man deſpiſing the world, and 
triumphing over the things of this — 


The OFFICE. 103 
has laid up treaſures in Heaven, by word 


and deed. 
V. Our Lord has guided the juſt man by 


right ways. 
Ke. And has ſhew'd him the Kingdom of 
God. 
Let us Pray. 
O Lord God! the Lover of chaſte, 
c. 99. 


— ______> 


AT SEXTE. 
F. Incline unto my aid, O God! 
R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 


V. Glory be to the Father, &c. 
R. As it was in the beginning, Cc. 


THE HYMN, 


W * Ardour fills your glowing 
breaſt, 


Your eyes with pearly dew, 

With ſolemn praiſe, and juſt requeſt, 
The Godhead whilſt you ſue'! 

A ſpark of this celeſtial Heat, 
For me, dear Saint, obtain, 

Of tears a ſhare, may 1 jntreat, 
Let not my Pray'rs be vain. 4 
2 Ant, 
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Ant. The Lord has graciouſly heard his 
Holy One calling upon him, the Lord has 
graciouſly heard 124 and has fixed him in 
peace. 

V. Pray for us, St. Aloyſius: | 

R. That we may be made worthy of 
the Promiſes of CHRIST. 


Let us pray. 


O Lord God! the Lover of chaſte, 
&c. 99. 


AT NONE. 


J. Incline unto my aid, O God! * b 
R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. a 
V. Glory be to be the Father, c. 

R. As it was in the beginning, Cc. 


THE HYMN. 
Hr burns with Euchariſtic Love, 


Thy all-enamour'd heart! 
hat ſweets, what bliſe, like that above, 
Does ]esus veil'd impart. 
Strength may the bread of Angels bring, 
Unto us by thy Pray'r; | 
And by Devotion, from this ſpring, 
For Heav'n our {ouls prepare, 


Ant, 
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Ant. What is his Good, and what his 
Beautiful, but the Corn of the Elect, and 
Wine, from which Virgins ſpring ? 

V. He fed them with the Fat of the 
Wheat. 


R. And out of the Rock he filled them 
with Honey. 


Let us Pray. 
O Lord God | the Lover of chaſte, 
Sc. 99. 


AT VESPERS. 


V. Incline unto my aid, O God 

EK. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 
V. Glory be to the Father, &c. 

KX. As it was in the beginning, &c. 


THE HYMN. 


HE Virgin Mother how did he 

| Affectuouſly revere? 
Jo ſuch a Son how gracious ſhe ? 

How to each other dear? 
O Aloyſius, like to thine, 

Give me a filial heart; 
That I a duteous Child may ſhine, h 

dhe act a Mother's part, Ant. 
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Ant. T am the Mother of beautiful Love, 
and of Fear, and of Knowledge, and of 
holy Hope. a 

J. He that ſhall find me, ſhall find Life. 

R. And obtain Salvation from the Lord. 


Let us pray. 


O Lord God ! the Lover of chaſte, 
&c. 99. = 


AT COMPLINE, 


J. Incline unto my aid, O God! 

R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. * 
V. Glory be to the Father, &c. * 

R. As it was in the beginning, c. 


THE HYMN. 


ITH. Virtues richly dec'k, behold, 
Our Saint is mounted high | 
See CHRIST to him with praiſe untold, 

The Temple of the Sky! 
Thy Client, pow'rful Patron aid, 

rom Sin and Vice reſtrain ; 

That he o'er Hell victorious made, 
May Partner with thee reign. 


Ants 
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Ant. Him that overcometh I will make 
a Pillar in the Temple of my God. 
J. Being conſummated in a ſhort Space, 
R. He fulfilled a long time. 


Let us Pray. 
O Lord God! the Lover of chaſte, &c, 


. THE 


Chriſt hear us. | 
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THE 


1 


OF 


sr. ALOYSIU 6. 


ORD, have mercy on us, 1 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. | 


ord, have mercy on us. 


co 
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Chriſt graciouſly hear us. 

God the Father of Heaven. | 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, | 

God the Holy Ghoſt, 

Holy Trinity one God, 4 
Hol Mary. 4 

Holy Mother of God, 

Holy Virgin of Virgins, | 
Saint Aloyſius, 

Moſt beloved of Chriſt. 

The delight of the Bleſſed Virgin. 

Moſt Chaſte Youth. 

Angelical Youth. 

Moſt humble Youth, 


r 


Mode! 
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Model of young Students. 9 
Deſpiſer of Riches. | 
Enemy of V anities. 
Scorner of Honours. 
Honour of Princes. 
Jewel of the Nobility. 
Flower of Innocence. | 
Ornament of Religious State, 
Mirror of Mortification. 
Mirror of perfect Obedience, | 
Lover of Evangeligal Poverty. | 
Moſt affectionately Devout. Da 
Moſt zealous Obſerver of the Rules. | 
Moſt defirous of the Salvation of 
Souls. 
Perpetual Adorer of the Euchariſt. 
Particular Client of St. Ignatius. 
Be merciful unto us, O Lord, 
' Graciouſly hear us O Lord. 
From the Concupiſcence of the) 
Eyes. 
From the Concupiſcence of the Fleſh. 
From the Pride of Life. 
By the Merits and Interceſſion of St. 
Aloyſius. 

By his Angelical Purity. 
By his Sanctity and Glory. 
We Sinners. We beſeech thee to hear ui us. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ns 
of the Wald. 

Spare us, O Lord. 

K 
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Lamb 
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Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins 
of the World. | 
Graciouſly hear us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins 
of the World. 
Have mercy on us. 
Chriſt hear us. 
Chriſt graciouſly hear us. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
Chriſt have mercy on us. 
Lord have mercy on us, 


Our Father, &c. 


THE 


The Pins Aldivations _— 
THE 
PIOUS ASPIRATIONS 
OF 
Sr. ALOYSIUS. 


CHRIST, thou hang'ſt upon the 
Croſs, 
0 


ve draining out thy gore, 
A Victim to repair our Loſs, 
And life by death reſtore. 
Beneath the humble veil of Wheat, 
Thy Grandeur doſt diſguiſe, 
And with thyſelf thy Servant treat, 
What thanks can e'er ſuffice ? 
Was I for him, who lov'd me fe, 
My Life and blood to pay, 
How light againſt the Debt I owe, 
Wou'd the requital weigh? 
Oh! may my life and labour be, 
My aim and ſole defire, 
To prove my ardent love for thee, 
And in that love t' expire 
And thou, O MARx, fruitful Maid, 
(Witneſs the Hoſt above) 


K 2 While 


| 
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While vital ſpirits life ſhall aid, 

"Thee will I chaſtly love. 

Thy client then from harms to guard, 
O Virgin, don't neglect; 

His foul from ev'ry danger ward, 
And body e'er protect. Amen. 


V. Pray for us, St. Aloyſius. 
R. That we may be made worthy of the 
Promiſes of Chriſt. 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, the Diſtributor of heavenly 

Gifts, who didſt join in the Angelical 
Youth Aloyſius, wonderful Innocence of 
Life, with an equal ſeverity of Penance ; 
grant through his Merits and Prayers, that 
we, who have not followed the Example of 
his Innocence, may imitate his practice of 
þ x09 through our Lord JEsUs CHRIST. 

en. | 


A SHORT 


A SHORT 
INTRODUCTION 
| TO THE 
DEVOUT READER. 


THAT we may be equally diſpoſed and 
ſubordinate to the Deſigns and Direc- 
tions of Divine Providence, as well in Ad- 
verſity as in Proſperity, and receive with 
equal Gratitude its Decrees and Appoint- 
ments, is the End of the enſuing Devotion 
or Litany. Three Particulars we ought 
to keep in View. 1. That we bow our 
Heads with the greateſt Submiſſion, Humi- 
lity, and Reſignation to the Will of God, 
' manifeſted to us in the Order of his Divine 
Providence. 2. That we place a full Con- 
fidence and Reliance in bis favourable In- 
tentions in our Regard. 3. That our Beha- 
viour be ſuch as to draw on us his Favour 
and Protection, and that we may be tho- 
roughly grateful and acknowledging for 
Bleſſings conferred on us, through his Di- 
vine Providence, es 


THE 
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DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 


ORD, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, hear us, | | 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
God the Father, whoſe Holy Provi- | 
dence governs all Things. | 


God the Son, Redeemer of Human 


Kind. « 
God the Holy Ghoſt. ; 


oy Trinity, one God, unchangeable 


rovidence. 
Divine Providence, that governs all 
Things in Heaven and Earth, 
Divine Providence, that gives, pre- 
ſerves, and governs our Life. 
Divine Providence, the eternal Love 


of Man below, and Angels above. 


— 


* 


— 
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Divine 
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Divine Providence, ever conformable? 

to the Influence of the tender Heart 
of JEsUs. 

Divine Providence, that created, di- 
rects, and governs all Things with 
Weight, Meaſure, and Wiſdom, 

Divine Providence, our Hope, Life, 
and Salvation. 

Divine Providence, Defence and 
Comfort of the Afflicted. 

Divine Providence, Guide and Sup- 
port of Souls in all Dangers, 

Divine Providence, that provides us 
with, and imparts to us, all natural 
and ſupernatural Gifts, 

Divine Providence, inexhauſtible | 

Treaſury of the Riches of Hea- 

ven. 

Divine Providence, Protector and 

Defence of the Juſt. 

Divine Providence, ſafe Retreat, and 
Sanctuary to the Miſerable. 

Divine Providence, our Reſource in | 
all Wants. | 1 


— 


Divine Providence, our Anchor in | 


Storms. | 
Divine Providence, our Security in 


Danger, our Way and ſecure Ha- 
ven. 


— 
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* 
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Divine Providence, Raiment to the 
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Divine Providence, Remedy in all“ 
Evils, Food to the Hungry, and 


Fountain of refreſhing Water to 
the Thirlty. | 


hs of 
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Naked, Strength to the Weak, Pro- 
tector and Mother to Widows and 
Orphans. 
Divine Providence, Refuge of Sinners. 
Providence of God, which rules all Things, 
infinitely deſerving of our Homage and 
Adoration, ſpare us, O Lord. 
Providence of God, which protects and 
conſerves all Things, infinitely worthy 
of our Homage and Adoration, hear us, 
O Lord. 8 | 
Providence of God, which created and 
knows our Weakneſs, infinitely above 
our Homage and Adoration, have Mer- 
cy on us, O Lord. 


V. We praiſe and adore thee, Divine Pro- |- 


vidence. 


R. We reſign ourſelves to thy juſt and holy 


Deſigns. | 


Let us Pray. 


TERNAL God, whole Eyes are 
over all thy Works, eſpecially intent 
on thy Servants, vouchſafe to turn away 
from us whatever is hurtful, and grant us 
Whatever 
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whatever is advantageous, that through thy 
Favour, and under the benign influence of 
thy ſpecial Providence, we may ſecurely 
paſs through the tranſitory Dangers and 
Difficulties of this Life, and happily arrive 
at the eternal Joys of the other. Through 
Jesus CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


Anth, By thy immaculate Conception, 
and moſt ſpotleſs Virginity, O ever holy 
Mother of CHRIST, Comfort of the Afflict- 
ed, be propitious to us both now and in the 
Hour of our Death. 

J. In all our Anguiſh and Tribulation. 

R. We fly tothee, O Mother of Mercy. 


A PRAYER. 

TY EMEMBER, O moſt pious and ten- 

der Virgin, that it is a —_ r 
of in all ages, that any one was abandoned 
by you, who ran to you for ſuccour, who 
implored your help, and begged your in- 
terceſſion, Animated with this confidence, 
I, a wretched ſinner, place myſelf, in ſighs 
and groans before you, to intreat you to 


adopt me for your Child for ever, and to 
take 


7 0 * 
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i e RATER. 


take N eternal Salvation into your own 
- Care, o not, O Mother of the Divine 
Word, deſpiſe my Petition, but liſten to 
me, and hear me with a Mother's tender- 
nels, Amen. | 
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